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The glorious gospel of the blessed God, committed 
to the trust of his ministers (1 Tim i. 11), is the rich- 
est treasure which they can dispense to men. In 
proportion to the excellency of the treasure is the 
responsibility of faithfulness to their trust. 

How rich that treasure is, what tongue can utter ! 
It is the gbod tidings of great joy, which shall he to all 
people, that there has been born for us, a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. It is the faithful saying, 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, even the very chief. It is 
the good news, that, though our God is beyond 
compare pure and holy, just and righteous, be so 
loved the world, the sinful, rebellious world, that he 
gave kis only begotten Son, that whosoever helieveth in 
him should not perish, but have ev^lasting life. 

By simple faith in God's testimony concerning his 
Son, we enter into the most delightful of all feelings, 
that God loves ns, though vile and sinful, and is 
oar most tender and merciful Father, and thus we 
have the rich privilege of beii\% ^\s^ Osi>\^\«c^* ''\?»* 
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faith is its own evidence in the peace, joy, love, and 
gratitude with which it fiHs the bosom of the Chris- 
tian, and the holiness which it produces in his life. 
He that helieveth hath the witness in himself. In his 
very comin<^ to Christ he knows that he is among the 
elect, and has been drawn of the Father to come ; all 
that the Father giveth me shall come unto me : no man 
can come to me, except the Father draw him : my sheep 
hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. Under 
the blessed influence of these truths, and by the new 
creating power of the Holy Ghost, the Christian loves 
as his tender Father the great God, loves his Saviour 
Jesus, and all his fellow-roen ; and in the diligent 
use of all God's appointed means of grace, he is daily 
conformed, more and more, to his heavenly Lord, and 
becomes meet for his everlasting inheritance. 

Satan, the God of this world, seeing this blessed 
effect of the pure gospel of Christ, has ever bent his 
strength from the very beginning, to mar and adul- 
terate it. We see this in the necessity of the first 
council at Jerusalem, and in the epistles genernlly, 
especially these to the Romans and Galatians. The 
Lprd who foresaw that Rome would be one grand 
instrument employed by Satan to obscure and over- 
throw the gospel of the grace of God, in his infinite 
wisdom and love provided the most complete, syste- 
matic, full and orderly statement of salvation by 
grace, addressed specially to the Romans, that it might 
be their guard from these devices of that enemy. 

To maintain the purity of the gospel, to be full of 
zeal and godly jealousy on this point, is a great part 
of our fidelity as stewards of the mysteries of Chirist. 
Especially does it become us to be so when there is 
reason to think that the grossest corruption of the 
gospel that the world has ever yet seen, is again 
reviving among us. 

We live in most awful, heart-stirring and fearful 
times, from infidelity as well as from popery. We can- 
not indeed be blind to the fact, that infidelity 
is a more open enemy to Christ than popery, not even 
pretending to hold one of the truths of the gospel, and 
in its very nature excluding altogether the hopes, the 
jojs, and the boliness, the present and the everlasting 
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happiness of delighting in God, which comes by 
Christ our Saviour. Nor can we be blind to the fact 
that there are said to be thirty congregations in Lon- 
don where infidelity is regularly preached, and that 
the worst works of infidels,, and those most adapted 
to delight man's fallen mind, are widely circulated. 
The writings of infidels on the continent fearfully 
embody now all kinds of blasphemy. In the lan- 
guage of Cecil, * The infidel conspiracy approaches 
nearest to popery. But infidelity is a suicide. It 
dies by its own malignity. It is known and read of 
all men. No man was ever injured essentially by it 
who was fortified with but a small portion of the 
genuine spirit of Christianity, its contrition and its 
docility. Nor is it one in its efforts ; its end is one, 
but its means are disjointed, various and often clash- 
ing. Popery debases and ailoys Christianity; but 
infidelity is a- furnace, wherein it is purified and 
refined; The injuries done to it by popery will be 
repaired by the very attacks of infidelity.' Yet 
Mr. Cecil said, * The church has endured a pagan 
and a papal persecution. There remains for her an 
infidel persecution, — general, bitter, purifying, and 
cementing.' 

We must net then overk>ok this foe, as one also to 
be met : and it can only be met by the same bright, 
holy; joyful, and heavenly light of divine truth 
shining in our principles, in our words, and in our 
lives-; that ye may b& blameless and harmless, the sons 
of God without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world, holding forth the word of life. 

Popery is a more dangerous enemy because it pre- 
tends to be the warmest and only real friend of Christ. 
Believing what protestants do of popery, its state and 
progress cannot but be a matter of deep interest 
a^d concern. If we love^ as we do from the heart, 
papists who as our fellow men, are with ourselves 
the objects of the love of the same God and 
Father, (John iii. 16.) who are with ourselves 
redeemed by the same divine blood, (2 Cor. v. 19.) 
and who have the same promises of the Holy Spirit 
a« oar8elves>(Lal^e xi. 13.) how caa we Wl^^^^^s&& 
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deep sympathy, any progress in that which we believe 
IS abominable to God, our Father, and ruinous to the 
everlasting welfare of our fellow men, our brethren 
in the flesh ! 

We believe popery to be the mystery of iniquity, 
(2 Thess. ii. 7. with Cecil, we think it ' the master- 
piece of Satan — formed to overwhelm — to enchant — 
to sit as the great whore making the earth drunk with 
Aer/omtca^zon^,' (Rev. xvii. 1, 2.) and believing this, 
and knowing that there are now in the world pro- 
bably one hundred millions of our fellow men under 
this delusion, surely it is our bounden duty with all 
affection and earnestness to entreat all papists, come 
out of her that ye partake not of her sins, and tftat ye 
receive not of her plagues. 

There is much reason to fear that popery is now 
ADVANCING and extending in this Country and in the 
United States of America ; and it is very desireable 
that protestants should be made acquainted with this 
feet, and be stirred up to exertion against so great 
an evil. 

In considering the present state of popery, it must 
be admitted that it has different features in different 
countries. 

On THE continent, popery, in its « ecclesiastical 
revenues and political power, has materially suffered 
by the varied revolutions which have taken place in 
France, in Spain, in Portugal, and in other countries. 
Its dominion and influence to injure externally, have 
tiiusbeen greatly crippled and overthrown. Infidelity 
has made her desolate and naked, (Rev. xvii. 16.) 

In North America, though accounts differ,, and 
probably the chief increase of papists has been from 
emigrants of their communion from other countries, 
it is probable that papists have also been to a certain 
extent successful in turning protestants to their awful 
delusions, and it is believed that foreign wealth has 
been furnished to a considerable extent to aid the 
progress of popery in America.' 

- 1 The following statement taken from the Christian Observer of 

January, shews the progress of Popery in the United Statks. — 

" All the priests of Rome and Ireland could not have accomplished 

one tithe of what has been effected fur Popery in the United States, 

Amd ttegrnot added to thetar forms of reilig:ioai.worslKip» the monastic 
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The testimony of Bishop Bronghton as to New 
South Wales, was given at the monthly meeting 
of the Christian Knowledge Society in January 
last, to this effect: * Protestantism was much endan- 
gered in the Colony ; the efforts of Rome in that 
Country were almost incredible. The conntry is 
traversed by the agents of Rome. I earnestly desire 
means of counteracting these machinations. The 
protestant schools could be maintained no longer, 
and a grant was required to maintain schools in 
connection with the church, and iii the churches 
themselves.' 

In Ireland, the undisguised, bitter, and persecuting 
spirit of popery on the one hand, and on the other the 
large circulation of the Holy Scriptures, have been 
overruled and blessed by the mercy of God, to with- 
draw many a spiritually-minded follower of Christ 
from its ranks, and it is not believed by some, who 
have the means of information, to be there making 
progress.' 

STStems of edacatioD in colleges and convents. It is hf t a little more 
tban forty years, ^nce the first Roman Catholic See. was created, 
by the Pope in the United States. There is now a catholic popula- 
tion of 600,000 souls, under the government of the Pope of Rome ; 
an archbishop of Baltimore, 19 Bishops, and 341 Priests. The 
number of churches is 401; ma^s houses about 300 ; colleges ten ; 
seminaries for young men, ninci tiieolog^cal seminaries, five; 
novitiates for Jesuits; monasteries and convents with academies 
attached for young ladies, thirty one ^ seminaries for young ladies, 
thirty; schools of sisters of charity, twenty.nipe; an academy for 
coloured girls at Baltimore, a female Indian school Michegan ; and 
seven cati^olic newsimpers.* 

My friend, the Rev. Josiah Pratt, remarks, that in the state of 
Illinois in America, a district 36o miles long by 200 wide, a tide of 
100.000 persons per annum is pouring in, and fast forming settlements 
and townships. The Unitarians, and the Romanists, are making 
great exertions to preoccupy the field : and it is understood that 
large sums are sent over from the Leopoldine Institution in Austria, 
to propagate the Romish Faith. 

1 The following fa(^, occurring at a meeting of the teachers of the 
Irish Society at King's C!ourt in Ireland^ as given in a letter from the 
Rev. R. Daly, dated October 29, 1835. — 'The most ^n^i^esting and 
gratifying piart of the whole meeting was towards the conclusion of 
the day ; the examination of thirty «ix of those Irishmen, who were 
anxious to receive on the next day, the sacrament of the Lord's 
Sapper. They were addressed collectively on the nature of the step 
they were about to take, and afterwards several of them were in- 
dividually examined, and led to express their reasons for leaving the 
Church of Roine, and desiring to join the Protestant communion. 
They were likewise strictly questioned as to theit i^tsaAAs^^tsS&sGfsf^x 
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Respecting Great Britain, we have information 
of its progress of a painful cbaracter. About forty 
years since, there were but about 30 chapels in Great 
Britain. In the year 1835 there were 510 ; in 
England 421, and in Scotland 89. In that year 11 
new ones have been built. In Dover, and also in 
Kidderminster a protestant chapel has been converted 
into a papal chapel. They will, with praiseworthy 
zeal if it were in a right cause, build a chapel where 
they have not a dozen members, and this chapel is 
sometimes filled by the zeal of those members from 
the neighbourhood. There are said to be now, 700 
ecclesiastics in this Island, and they have resorted in 
several places to preaching in the open air. Popish 
colleges and seminaries are multiplying, and these 
arc modern institutions ; there are now 8 popish 
colleges and 52 seminaries, and in many of them 
great decorum and application to their objects is 
manifested. Monasteries and nunneries are also 
beginning. With these efforts are connected several 
tract societies ; they have been very active in dis- 
tributing tracts in favour of popery at the doors of 
meetings and churches, and at the Scotch church 
near Covent-garden, at the evening service they 
distributed them in the church. They form schools 
adapted to attract the children of the poor, giving 
public breakfasts and clothing the children, and 
thus getting the parents to attend mass. The chief 
body of the reporters for the public journals are 
said to be papists. While a few of the higher 
classes, many of the lower it is believed, have been 
entrapped into this snare of the enemy. In Scotland 
there once were but few Roman Catholic families, 
there are now in Glasgow alone 30,000 Roman Catho- 

and as to their views of Christian truths. The result was most 
satisfactory. We have every reason to hope that they left tbe Church 
of Rome on a sgiptural conviction of its errors, and that they now 
wished to approach the table of the Lord from a sense of their situ- 
ation as sinners, and from a value of the salvation purchased by the 
blood of Jesus. On the Sunday I had the pleasure of preaching to 
these men, and administering to them the sacrament in the Church of 
Kingscourt ; except twelve or fourteen, who had received the sacra* 
ment before, all were nrw converts Arom the Church of Rome, and 
aU brought to the Icnowledge of the truth by the Holy Scriptures ki 
the Irish loDguBge,* 
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lies, and it is believed that there has been an in- 
crease of popery on the eastern as well as on the 
western coast.^ 

The influence of papists with the government 
is manifested not only by the grant to Maynooth 
College, and the withholdipg of grants from the 
Kildare Place Society, bot in aiding the sending 
out priests abroad, and in the national system 
of education now adopted in Ireland. 

I am credibly informed that, sin<;e the year 1815, 
large sums have been remitted from the continent to 
this country and Ireland, for the purpose of promot- 
ing popery ; my informant puts the sum at £400,000, 
and stated the name of the person to whom the dis- 
tribution of it was assigned. 

After making every abatement from the increase 
of population, there is then painful evidence of the 
growth of popery in protestant Britain. We have to 
say of the papists of our day as Paul did of the Jews, 
/ bear them record they have a zeal of God, hut not 
accm'ding to knowledge, and that, like the pharisees of 
old, thep compass sea and land to make one proselyte, 
and they have been successful in those countries 
where protestantism is in its purest form. 

Before we proceed to shew what the scriptures say 
of popery, let us most carefully distinguish the sys- 
tem, from the men under the system. For the men 
under the system, we would do every thing in our 
power, we would say every thing that truth will 
allow that is kind and loving. We are sure God 

I The following account is taken Arom the Record of Jan. 21, 1830. 
' The Roman Catholic Bishop of Edinburgh, at the opening of the 
conventual church is said thus to have expressed himself. * Since 
the period of the Ref(»ination there was a time when one solitary 
Catholic priest wandered over the length and breadth of the kingdom 
~now your places of worship adorn the places of the land and are 
widely scattered over the face of the country j — now you at noon-day 
worship the Almighty with almost all the splendour of Catholic times 
and Catholic countries. Scarce now does the year roll over in which 
several edifices are not reared and dedicated to God, according to the- 
form and faith of the Catholic church. You are yet assembled, my 
friends, in the first conventual chapel that has dared to raise its head' 
in this kingdom since the Reformation. Yes, my fellow Catholics, if 
to-day St. Margaret stands alone, the time may not be far distant 
when the increase of similar institutions may be proclaimed with as 
mnch joy as I at this moment experience in alluding to its solitary 
existence,' 
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has his people among them, ignorant of the real 
pbaracter of this falling away from the truth, and 
thinking that they are in the only true church of 
Christ, for he himself has bid his people to come 
out of Babylon, (Rev. xviii. 4) and therefore it is 
of such importance to set before their minds the 
light of God's word. We believe that there are 
bright and holy examples of devotion among the 
papists. We cannot look at the Jansenists without 
seeing this. Though there are passages in God's 
word which make us tremble for all under the full 
power of popery as in the extremest danger, (Rev. 
xiv. 9 — 11) yet I cannot read the pious practical 
works of Bellarmine, himself the great defender of 
popery, and know that he said, ' upon account of the 
uncertainty of life it is most safe to rely on Christ 
alone,' without hoping that he was led before his 
death to renounce all confidence in any thing but 
God's testimony concerning his Son, and so became 
a child of our Heavenly Father, and an heir of our 
Saviour's kingdom. We believe also that there are 
in our country now thousands of truly benevolent, 
amiable, moral men, among the papists, who abhor 
from their hearts cruelty and tyranny. It is not in 
malice and hatred of the papists that we write against 
popery ; but, we take God to witness, it is in love to 
God and man, in real fidelity to his truth, and to 
fulfil that confession of the truth to which Christ 
ealls his disciples. 
Of the system itself^ we can only speak with ab- 

. 1 The foUowingps extracts and Oreed will enable even the unin- 
formed reader who knows his Bible, to judge of the true character of 
Popery. 

Extracts from a few of the first pages of the prayers of the Roman 
Missal, for the use of the laity. Published by Keating, the Roman 
Catholic Bookseller. 1815. 

Page xvii. 1 beseech the blessed Mary, ever a virgin, blessed 
Michael the arch-angel, blessed John the Baptist, the holy Aposties 
Peter and Paul, and all the sainte, and you O father, to pray to the 
X/»d our God for me. 

xviii. We beseech thee, O Lord, by the merits of thy saints whose 
relics are here, and of all the saints, that thou wouldest vouchsafe 
to forgive me all my sins. 

XX. By the intercession of glorious and blessed Mary, the ever 
Virgin mother of God, of the blessed AposUes Peter and Paul, of 

Uessed and of all the saints, grant us in thy mercy health, 

sad peace. 
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borrence ; it being most dishofiourable to God, and 
inost ruinous to man. But even here we must be 
careful in our abhorrence of popery, not to bear false 
witness, or to think by falsehood to promote the 



' xxiii. Accept, O holy Father, Almigrhty and eternal Ood, this an- 
8i>otted host which I thy unworthy servant offer unto thee, my living 
and trae God; for my innumerable sins, offences, and negligences, 
and far all here present, and also for all faithful Christians, both 
living and dead, that it may avail both me and them unto everlasting 
Ufe. 

xxiv. We offer unto thee, O Lord the chalice of salvation, be- 
seeching thy clemency, that it may ascend before thy Divine Mc^esty 
as a sweet odour for our salvation, and for that of the whole world. 

XXV. After pronouncing the words of consecration, the Priest 
kneeling adorbs and elevates the sacred host. 

The adoration of the cross, (notwithstanding a previous note that 
they only adore Jesus Christ.) is awfully idolatrous. One hymn is 
left untranslated. It is indeed toa open for the light of this country. 
This is the meaning of one verse in the hymn ; ' Hail O cross, our 
only hope in this time of the passion, increase the grace of the 
fiedthful, and pardon our sins.' See p. 294, 295. 

But I cannot transcribe any more of these idolatries and blasphe- 
mies. Tbey run through the whole Missal, with such an intermixture 
of th6 Scriptures and pious i^rayers, as to make it eminently ths 

MVSTBRV OF INIQIMTY. 

The council of Trent is the cl)ief standard of the Roman Catholic 
Religion. — The following extracts from the Dkcrkes of thk Council 
or Trbvt, on the Rule of Faith, will shew how it adds to 
Ck}d's word. The sacred Council ' receive and reverence with bqital 
piety and veneration all the books as well of the Old [in this is in- 
cluded a great part of the Apocrypha,] as of the New Testament, the 
sune God being the author of both, and also the aforesaid traditions, 
pertaining to faith and manners, whether received from Christ him- 
self, or dictated by the Holy Spirit, and preserved in the Catholic 
C^oreh by continual succession.' This is contrary to Deut, iv. 2. 
Matt. XV. 3 — 9. Rev. xxii. 18. 'It has not appeared expedient to 
the Fathers, that the mass should be every where celebrated in the 
vulgar tongue.' This perpetuates prayers' in an unknown tongue, 
directly contrary to 1 Cor. xiv. The Catechism of the Council (rf 
Trent says, ' This our Church cannot en: in the delivery of faith and 
discipline of manners.' p. 96. This is contrary to Rom. xi. 20— 22. 
. The Roman Catholic Crbkii of Pope Pius IV., added to the Decrees 
of the Council, is a summary of its doctrinal decisions > it is as 
fbllows, after giving the Nicene Creed : — 

' I most firmly admit and embrace apostolical and ecclesiastical 
traditions, aiid all other constitutions and observances of the same 
church. • 

• - * I also adn^it the sacred scriptures, according to the sense which 
tbe holy mother church has held, and does hold, to whom it belongs 
to judge of the true sense and interpretation of the holy scriptures ; 

a or will I ever take or interpret them otherwise, than according to 
le unanimous consent of the fathers. 

. ' I profess also, that there are truly and properly seven sacraments 
of the new law, instituted by Jesus Christ our Lord, and for the sal- 
vation of mankind, though all are not necessary for every one ; viz. 
baptisma. confirmation, eucharist, penance, extreme usvctisv^^ \s^<>Kf.<k 
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cause of truth ; the damnation is just of those who 
say^ Let us do evil that good may come. We cannot, 
if Christians, rejoice in iniquity; we should mourn 
over it, as the apostle did when he said, many walk 



and matrimony, and that they confer grace ; and of these, baptism, 
confirmation, and order, cannot be reiterated without sacrilege. * 

* I also receive and" admit the ceremonies of the Catholic chnrch, 
received and approved in the solemn administration of all the ab6ye 
said sacraments. 

* I receive and embrace all and every one of the things, which have 
been defined and declared in the holy council of Trent^ concerning 
original sin and justification. 

* I profess likewise, that in the mass is oflTered to God a true, proper, 
and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead j and that in the 
most holy sacrifice of the eucharist there is truly, really, and sub- 
stantially the body and blood, together with the soul and divinity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; and that there is made a conversion of the 
whole substance of the bread into the body, and of the whole sub- 
stance of the wine into the blood, which conversion the Catholic 
church calls transubstantiation. 

' I confess also, that under either kind alone, whole and ehtire, 
Christ -and a true sacrament is received. 

' I constantly hold that there is a purgatory, and that the. souls 
detained therein are helped by the suffrages of the faith fal. 

' Likewise, that the saints reigning together with Christ, are to be 
honoured and invocated, that they offer prayers to God for us, and 
that their relics are to be venerated. 

* I most firmly assert, that the images of Christ, and of the mother 
of God ever virgin, and also of the other saints, are to be had and 
retained ; and that due honour and veneration are to be given them. 

' I also aflirm, that the power of indulgences was left by Christ in 
the church, and that the use of them is most wholesome to Christian 
people. 

' I acknowledge the holy catholic and apostolical Romah church, 
the mother and mistress of all churches ; and I promise and swear 
true obedience to the Roman bishop, the successor of St. Peter, the 
prince of the apostles, and vicar of Jesus Christ. 

* I«dso profess and undoubtedly receive all other things delivered, 
defined, and declared by the sacred canons, and general councils, 
and particularly by the holy council of Trent; and likeiyise I also 
condemn, reject, and anathematize all things contrary thereto, and 
all heresies whatsoever, condeomed, rejected, and anathematized by 
the church. 

' This true catholic faith, out of which none can be saved, which I 
now Ihreely profess, and truly hold, I, N. promise, vow and swear most 
constantly to hold and profess the same whole and entire, with God's* 
assistance, to the end of my life ; and to procure, cu far eu ties in my 
power, that the same shall be held, taught, and preached by all who ate 
under me, or are entrusted to my care, by virtue qfmy qffice. So help me 
God, €tnd these holy gospels qf God.* 

How enormous are the evils of this creed, — 

1. It adds to the word of Grod human traditions. 2. It binds the 
conscience to human interpretation. 3. It multiplies God's sacra- 
ments from two to seven, and makes them necessarily confer grace. 
4. It approves the adoration of what is really only flour and water. 
A It Beta aside the grace of the gospel on justification. 6. It makes 
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of whom I have told you often^ and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christy 
whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame^ who mind earthly things. 

It is the pecaliarity of this system to retain the 
doctrine of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
nominally and in outward appearance, but in reality 
to set it all aside. It has two horns like a lamb, but it 
speaks as a dragon. Rev. xiii. 11. Salvation by grace 
is wholly corrupted by the Romanist. The Bible 
doctrine is plain and explicit. By grace are ye saved 
through faithy and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God, not of works lest any man should boast. For we 
are his workmanship ^ created in Christ. Jesus unto good 
woris which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them. Ephes. ii. There is no room for mis- 
take here: salvation is wholly of grace, all human 
merit is excluded, and works flow from our being 
created in Christ Jesus to them. 

In the 9th, llth, and 24th canons of the council of 
Trent (afterwards quoted,) these truths are expressly 
denied. In the 32nd canon good works are expressed 
to be the merits of the justified person in these words, 
' If any one shall say that the good works of a justi- 



a constant renewal of Christ's sacrifice, against God's plain word. 
Heb. ix. 25— 8d, 7. It sets aside Christ's appointment of both bread 
and wine. 8. It makes a pnrgatory wliich God has not made. 9. It 
requires what God has expressly forbidden, idolatry by the invocatioii 
of saints, and the retaining of images. 10. It brings in indnlgences, 
and so sets aside the whole doctrine of all men's total corruption, 
of after having done all, being unprofitable servants, and of the suffir 
cient and perfect sacrifice of Christ. II. It makes the pope lord it 
over God's heritage, against his word. Matt, xx.25, 26, and the honour 
of our Redeemer. Ephes. i. 22. 12. It approves all the false doctrine 
pf the council, and the world of iniquity of former councils. 13. It 
denies salvation, in utter intolerance, to all who difibr from the chnich 
of Rome, and obliges every papist to do his utmost to spread the pecu- 
liar errors of his system. It blinds, manacles, and delivers up as a 
slave to popery the human intellect and affections ; the whole body, 
soul, and spirit of an immortal being. What Christian can find the 
good tidings of our free salvation by Christ, through all this mass of 
superstition and antichristian delusion 1 How can I make my way 
through all these human additions, to the love of my God who was in 
Christ reconcile the world unto himself not imputing their trespasses 
wUo them, and invites me freely to come and bereconciled, seeing Christ 
was made sin for us who knew no «in, tha^ we might be made the right- 
eousness qf God in him 7 Christian reader, may God preserve us from 
bdng corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. (2 Cor. xi. 3.) 
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fied man are so the gifts of God thiit tbey are not also 
the merits of the same justified person; or that he, 
being justified by the good works which are perform* 
ed by him through the grace of God and merits of 
Jesus Christ, whose living member he is, does not 
truly merit increase of grace and eternal life, and 
the attainment of that eternal life, if he shall depart 
in grace and even the increase of glory, let him be 
accursed/ 

The prayer about the ashes on Ash-Wednesday 
puts human inventions in the place of Christ. 
Roman Missal, p. 115. * Grant by our calling on thy 
most holy name, whoever shall be touched by these 
ashes, for the remission of their sins, may receive 
health of body and defence of soul.' * Mercifully 
vouchsafe to bless these ashes which we design to 
receive on our heads in token of our humiliation, 
and to obtain forgiveness,' promerendae yenias, ' for 
deserving pardon/ 

The prayer on Wednesday in Ember Week sets 
aside Christ and puts fasting in his place. Judge, 
reader, for yourself. See Roman Missal, p. 61. ' Let 
our fasts we beseech thee, O Lord, be acceptable to 
thee, that by ATONING for our sins they may both 

MAKE us worthy OF THY GRACE, AND BRING US TO 

THE EVERLASTING effect* of thy promises* There is 
added the word ' Through,' intending, I suppose, to 
point out — Through our Lord Jesus Christ; but his 
name is left out here as in other prayers: but if 
inserted, the evil doctrine is not mended. (Gal. v. 4.) 
The doctrine of forgiveness of sins is so stated in 
the Trent Catechism, as entirely to destroy the 
main doctrine of the Bible, Through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by him all 
that believe are justified from all things. Acts xiii. 
While, with the mystery which marks the whole 
of Popery, it acknowledges that God only can for- 
give sins, and that Christ received this gift; it pre- 
tends that he granted this power to the bishops and 
priests in the church, and asserts that the priests and 
the sacraments are * as it were the instruments to the 
forgiveness of sins, by which Christ our Lord, who 
/> ^2fe very Author and Giver of Salvation, works in 
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08 forgiveness of .sins and righteonsness/ < We are 
dependant then not on Christ, but on Papal priests, 
for oar forgiveness and rigbteoasness : and so the 
creature is exalted in the place of the Creator and 
Redeemer, and the doctrine of salvation by grace is 
really frustrated.* 

The open and undisguised conduct of the papists 
in Ireland has given us the actual sight of and con* 
tact with the persecuting spirit of popery in our own 
day. Events passing before our eyes have proved it 
to be the same as ever : only, instead of the open 
warfare of death by fire, we have the more insidious 
plans of starvation and ruin, by withholding those 
just rights which the laws of the country give to 
protestant ministers. The reader will see below' in 
the very important petition of the Irish bishops pre- 
sented to the house of lords, the perilous state of the 
Irish church. May it at length have the e£fect of 

1 See Trent Catechism, page )03. 
2 If it be said the absolutions of the Church of England, whet^ber in 
its ordinary service, its sacraments, or especially in its Visitation of 
the Sick, have fallen into the same error : we utterly deny that the 
Priest or Presbyter gives absolution. Ministers have committed to 
them the preaching of the gospel of free forgiveness by the blood of 
Jesus, to be received in faith and penitence, and with this, the con- 
firmation of forgiveness to the believer, by administering those 
ordinances which the Lord has appointed. Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, as signs and seals of his forgiving love. The Lord has in. 
trusted the ministers of his gospel with the mysteries of Christ and 
the word of reconciliation. We are the heralds and witnesses of his 
grace, and the stewards to dispense his mysteries. (Matt, xxviii. 19, 
80. John XX. 22. 1 Cor. iv. l, 2. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. James v. 14, l&.) 
Beyond this plain word of God the Church of England goes not. Th« 
words in the visitation of the sick absolution, *' I absolve thee" (though 
it is admitted that the* expressions may be easily abused) mean not 
more than *' I pronounce thee absolved,'* as is clear from the express 
statement in the 74th Article of the Irish Church : " God hath given 
power to his ministers, not simply to forgive sins (which pjrero^itive 
he has reserved only to himself,) but in his name to declare and 
pronounce unto such as truly repent and believe his holy gospel, the 
absolution and forgiveness of sins.** See Usher's Certain Discourses. 

» COPY OP PETITION OP THE ARCHBISHOPS AND BISHOPS 

OP IRELAND. 

To the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament a$$emhled. 
The humble Petition of the undersigned Archbishops and Bishops 
of the united Church of England and Ireland estabUshed in 
Ireland. 
Showeth— That your petitioners, actuated by no ungeneroos or 
nnduuEitable feeling, desire for tliemselves, for the ministers of this. 



16 REMARKS ON THE 

awakening as all to a greater danger, even that over- 
spreading of moral darkness with which papal 
doctrine fills a country > and by which Satan blinds 

Established Church, and for their Protestant brethren, no other pre- 
vileges and protection than such as may be consistent with the public 
good, in its connexion with the institutions of the empire, and necessary 
to secure the interests of pure religion, which in this and every other 
state, is confessedly the only solid basis of national and individual 
prosperity. 

That upon this foundation your petitioners rest their claim to the 
interposition of your Lordship's House for the maintenance of the 
Established Church in Ireland, a church truly catholic and apostolical 
in her doctrines, worship, and polity, deeply seated in the affections 
of the most enlightened part of the Iriish community, diffusing her 
kindly influences through all the national establishments, and inti- 
mately interwoven with them; the steady and tried supporter of 
British connexion and civil order ; and the great bulwark ag^edast the 
inroads of Romish usurpation, in a land where disaffection to the 
British name, contempt of legal authority, and blind obedience to the 
Papal See, appear in their undisguised forms, and prevail to a formid- 
able extent. 

That such a church, deserving, as it should seem, to be cherished 
and supported in proportion to the need of her holy and counteracting 
influence, your petitioners fondly trusted had been with equal wisdom 
and piety connected in indissoluble association with the state by the 
fundamental laws of the empire, and recognized and formsdly pro- 
nounced to be so connected by the solemn Act of Union. 

That your petitioners behold with mingled emotions of surprise and 
dismay the establishment of this church about to be undermined, and 
in many districts of Ireland utterly dismembered and overthrown, by 
the provisions of a BUI recently introduced into Parliament— her pro- 
perty alienated from its rightful owners, and appropriated to other 
uses than those of divine worship, and sound religious instruction 
under a duly-constitnted and legally established ministry, to which 
uses that property was originally dedicated, and has been since gua- 
ranteed by repeated Acts of Parliament. 

That, under these afflicting circumstances, your petitioners are 
constrained by the sacred obligation imposed on them to watch over 
the interests of their brethren, and of the flocks committed to their 
charge, but above all, by their duty to Almighty God, who will de- 
mand of them an account of their stewardship, to lay before your 
Lordships the genuine feelings of their hearts, and to appeal to 
your pious solicitude for the well-being of a church which is, on 
every consideration, civil and religious, entitled to your zealous 
protection. 

That your petitioners disclaim every purpose of embarrassing His 
Majesty's -Government, by insisting on any rights, which, however 
just in themselves, may not be strictly connected with the preserva- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Irelaud. If, notwithstand- 
ing the alterations which have been made by late enactments in the 
concerns of the Church, improvements are still required, your peti- 
tioners are most willing to contribute to their introduction ; and if 
the distribution of the Church revenues be so unequal as to impair 
her usefulness, they are desirous to see them applied in such a way as 
may best increase her efficiency, seeking only to render her, under 
God*s grace, a more powerful instrument of edification. Meanwhile, 
the ministers of the church set themselves in opposition to no salutary 
MnvnffemeBt, by which those revenues may be collected without dangtf 
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men from the light of the gospel and the knowledge 
of God's grace and love, and then leads them captive 
at his will to destruction. O that we may be yet 
more sensitive to the injury done to God's truth than 
the injury done to our personal rights ! 

of coHision with the passions of an adverse party, and by whicli treui- 
qaillity and kind feeling may be restored to a long-distracted part of 
His Majesty's dominions.. 

That although your petitioners consider it more especially their duty 
to vindicate the right of the National Church to the undisturbed pos- 
session of its property, they cannot, at the same time, refrain from 
adding, that such proceeding as the meditated diversion of ecclesias- 
tical revenue would weaken the security of all other property, and 
create an universal distrust of the national faith, and of the validity 
of every act of settlement. 

That your petitioners would further most earnestly impress upon 
the minds of your Lordships, that the suppression, as proposed by the 
Bill, of 860 parishes in Ireland, which now strictly form parts of con. 
solidated benefices, but which it is proposed arbitrarily to dissever 
from adjoining parts, solely for the purpose, as it should seem, of 
making out a striking case of the numerical inferiority of church 
Protestants in the psuishes thus separately considered, is founded 
upon a principle of partial calculation subversive of every church 
establishment, and is equally applicable to parts of parishes in Eng- 
land, in which Dissent abounds ; that the operation of this principle 
in Ireland would be to strip the incumbents of large Protestant 
parishes of their entire parochial income, in all instances in which 
that income is not derived from the part of an united benefice, where 
the population may happen to be almost exclusively Roman Ca* 
thoUc, and could not, at the same time, fail to be productive of 
results most injurious, in a religious point of view, as inevitably de- 
priving many members of the church of the spiritual blessings 
now enjoyed by them, as leading to an incalculable diminution 
of Protestants, and as holding out a daifigerous incitement to 
persecution. 

That your petitioners further most respectfully submit to your 
lordships, that what is alleged in vindication of this provision of the 
bill— namely, that it is unjust that the Roman Catholic should be 
called upon to pay for spiritual services which he neither requires nor 
receives— is founded on palpable misrepresentation, inasmuch as the 
Roman Catholic pays for no such spiritual services, but in satisfying 
the demands for tithe composition merely discharges an engagement, 
on the faith of which he occupies his land. In truth, the Protestant 
incumbent is paid by no one, but in return for the duties which he 
performs (of which every parishioner who chooses may avail himself) 
enjoys a portion of a corporate eiidowment, to which he alone can 
prefer a legal claim, and which is secured to him by a title more 
ancient than that of any other species of property. That the prin- 
ciple implied in this vindication would moreover convert the clergy 
into mere stipendiaries of the state, or render them dependent on the 
voluntary contributions of their parishioners, than which nothing can 
be conceived more adverse to one great end of the ministry— the 
inculcating of sound doctrine through ' evil report and good report,* 

—nothing more injurious to the real spiritual welfare of the people : 
that the unprecedent powers proposed 'by the bill to be vested in the 

Lord. Lieutenant, of diminishing ecclesiastical income to the standard 
of 3002. a>ye«r in parishes reported to exceed thA.t.«MscvSsx ^^^ss^^.^ 

C 
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„The name giten in the Scriptures to the great 
corruption of Christianity, that was to take place 
before the coming again of our Lord, is mystery: 
(Rev. XV ii. 5.) the mystery of iniquity, (2 Thess. ii. 7.) 
Babylon the great, (Rev, xvii. 5.) the great whore that 
sitteth upon many waters, (Rev. xvii. 1.) the man of 
sin, (2 Thess.) Volumes have been written to shew 
that these names belong to popery, and volumes have 
been written to refute the charges^but the mark is 
on the forehead — (Rev. xvii. 5.) and the broad face of 

would, if acted xupon^ on the one hand reduce the clergry to compara- 
tive poverty, and to a disparity with the members of other liberal 
professions, deprive them of a fair and reasonaUe motive to profes- 
sional diligence, and exclude them from their due station in society ; 
whilst, on the oUierband, these powers would constitute the executive 
government the sole judge of ministerial qualification, and of paro- 
chial exigences, and the dispenser of ecclesiastical rewards. 

That your petitioners would, in conclusion, most respectfully im- 
press on your Lordships* minds, that the time chosen for thus in- 
fringing the rights and impairing the efficiency of the church is one 
in which the prudent zeal confirmed with knowledge, now so con- 
spicuously displayed by her ministers, holds out the fairest hope of 
the extension of her influence, if not deprived of suitable advantages 
for its exertions ; that in the foregoing and other provisions of the 
Bill your petitioners discern but too plainly a direct tendency to pro- 
mote the objects of a party which is to be satisfied with nothing less 
than the total and not far distant subversion of the Protestant Church 
Establishment in Ireland, and the erection of Romish superstition 
(m its ruins; and your petitioners, therefore, with united voice, 
would humbly implore your Lordships, in the most urgent terms 
that language can supply, or our great apprehensions <Uctate, not 
for ourselves only, but in the name of our religion, our country, 
our altars, our children, and our flocks, — for the sake of all that 
lias been hitherto held sacred, — for the honour of God, and for the 
purity of his holy fedth, to avert from us this impending consumma- 
4ion of evil. 

That in thus making this solemn appeal to your Lordships, who have 
so often interposed for the preservation of the civil and religious 
rights of the empire, your petitioners have done what, in an honest 
conscience, and to t^eir best judgment, they are persuaded to be their 
duty. It remains for them to commend your Lordships by their 
prayers to the Tlirone of Grace, and to entreat Almighty God, that in 
this, and in every other trying conjuncture. He will be pleased to 
direct your Lordships' deliberations as may best tend to his glory and 
the well-being of his Church. 

John G. Armagh, T. Cloynb, 

R. Cashbl, S. Cork and Ross, 

POWKR Tuam, &c. Edmond Limbrick, Abdfort, 

Nath. Mkath, and Aohadob, 

Charlbs Kildarx, Robbrt CLeOBER, 

Gbo. Kilmorb, Robbrt Ossorv, 

J. Elpbin, Cbbistopbbb Killalob and 

J. Dromorb, Clonfbrt. 



Richard Down and Connor. 



Praented Augutt 30, 1835. 
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popery to this day answers so to the description, that 
it never can be shaken off. 

Popery is the mystery of iniquity. The name is 
fall of instraotion. What besides of wickedness, in 
the whole history of man, has ever been so wonder- 
fully mysterious ? The Apostle himself who had seen 
such marvels as he had described in his former 
chapters on beholding this woman on the beast, 
without crowns either on its head or its horns, says, 
when I saw her I wondered with great admiratvm. 
There is no special mystery in Rome pagan, nor even 
in Mahomedanism, still less in infidelity ; ambition, 
and lust, and pride, there work naturally and ob- 
viously. But what a mystery there is in popery ! 
Look at some of its pretensions, and its realities. It 
boasts of purity, sanctity, universality, and aposto- 
licity, and yet has practised the most 'horrible wiefc- 
edness that this world has ever seen. O mystery of 
mysteries .' The shepherd is the wolf devouring the 
flock. The servant of Jesus Christ claiming to be 
his only true follower, sets aside his Mister's laws, 
ti:amples upon his word, and exalts his' own inven- 
tions above them. The follower of that lowly One 
who washed his disciples' feet, requires emperors and 
kings to kiss his feet and do hiro homage. He styles 
himself * servant of servants,' and yet claims a direot^ 
supreme, spiritual power, and thereby indirectly, ag 
Bellarmine says, a certain and that a supreme power 
in- temporal things. In profession he owns God 
and Jesus Christ, humility, and justice, truth, and 
love, and yet under this pretence has masked the 
very utmost pride, injustice, falsehood, wickedness, 
and cruelty, dispensing with the laws of God, mur- 
dering men, women and children who have followed 
their conscience and the word of God, rather than 
his blasphemous decrees. O horrible scheme of 
Satanic religion ! What mysteries it comprehends ! to 
forbid meats as an act of piety, though God himself 
has commanded them to be received with thanks- 
giving ; to make it praiseworthy devotion to worship 
images which God has called idolatry ; to make it a 
part of merit before God to adore saints and angels, 
which God has foretold as be%^\Vvck>^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
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ward ; as a part of religion, to coj»trlve tebetlion 
against kings whom God has called us to honour, 
and as a proof of seal for God to perpetrate the most 
atrocious cruelties that ever man perpetrated on his 
fellow men ; for the greatest of sinners to promise 
to forgive sin ; to pretend to h6 the Very fountain of 
all peace, and harmlessness, spotlessness, and purity, 
and yet be full of all wickedness, and stir up wars, 
and ruin countries, and destroy innumerable multi- 
tudes : to pretend to be the vicar of Christ, and 
instead of being meek, to be clothed with pride; 
instead of preaching, never to preach ; instead of 
being a suiferer, to sit in all the* pomp and glory of 
this worjd, reign over the earfh, and wear his triple 
crowd, full of precious stones and diamonds. 

What' a mystery of iniquity is that, which on the 
one hand will stretch the words '^ This is my body ** 
to such a degree as to make it, by a priest's merely 
repeating it, work perpetual miracles, making Christ^ 
glorified body everywhere ; and stretch the words 
*'Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church,'' &c. &c. to make the Pope the suc- 
cessor of Peter, and the Church of Rome the centre 
of unity; and yet, on the other hand, contract the 
** Drink ye all of it," to * none but priests shall 
drink it,' and interpret ''Thou shalt not make thee 
any graven image," to ' it is lawful to represent God 
and the Holy Trinity, by images.' What a mystery, 
too, to make celibacy of the clergy a part of superior 
devotion, when God speaks oiforhiddiny to marry as 
a departure from the faiths ^nd directs a bishop /tou^ 
to rule his house and children. 

' There are' says Frith, * infinite other things wherein 
be contradicts Christ, insomuch that if it be dili- 
gently examined, I think ' there is no word that 
Christ spake but the other has taught or made a law 
against it.' O mystery of iniquity ! — to get the whole 
of the pure wheat of truth, and leaven every part with 
error ; to get the whole canon of scripture, and make 
it only teach falsehood ; to put the bright lamp to 
our paths into a dark lantern, and then say we have 
the truth, come to us for light, and keep men- in a 
darkaess that may be felt. 
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Popery is most aNtichristian, an Antichrist, the 
Antichrist; many. and saccessive deceivers, being, in 
the iangnage of St. John, the deceiver, and the anti- 
christ (o TXjBOfos Kou can-ixgKf^<is)* He is antichrist that 
jdenieth the Father and the Son, Not to confess that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is to be the deceiver 
and the antichrist. O how manifestly the whole sys- 
tem of Popery denies the Father ! By its multitude 
of saints, ipediators, Bud intercessors, it shuts out 
him whose name is Light, and whose name is Love. 
The whole system gives a representation of a severe 
Being, an austere and hard master, so that we can 
hardly discern anything of those boundless treasures 
of love wjth which the scriptures show us God so 
loved the world. Plenty have we of the spirit of bond- 
age again unto fear, but where h^ve we the spirit of 
€utoption crying abba Father? 

Popery IS antichrist as it. is directly opposed also 
to Christ and the reality of his coming in the flesh ; 
an<) this it performs in the same mysterious way 
which peculiarly entitles it to its distinguishing 
name mystery. It' pretends not to deny, but to 
multiply ti^e flesh of Christ; so to multiply it that 
any priest can turn flour and water at once into the 
flesh pf Christ. O wretched delusion ! which wholly 
destroys the reality of Christ's risen body in heaven 
in OUT nature, and there wearing our form, and gives 
us another flesh to be haqdled here below, and be 
again and again a sacrifice and atonement yet mak- 
ing on earth for our sins. But popery is opposed to 
Christ in every thing. It is opposed to the merit of 
his blood, by teaching men to rely on the merits of 
saints and works of supererogation. It is opposed 
to the efficacy of th^ cross by the doctrines of the 
mass and purgatory. It is opposed to his mediatorial 
kingdom and dominion, by setting councils against 
his word. It is opposed to the efficacy of bis Spirit, 
by washing^ and sprinklings- of holy water to cleanse 
US. It is opposed to the authority of his word, by 
the traditions * and authoritative interpretations of 
ttan. It makes war with his appointed sacraments, 
by multiplying them to seven, denying the cup to 
the laity and incumbering baptism with vain addi- 
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tions. It is opposed to the holy law of God, omitting 
the Second Command, adding commands of men, 
and destroying the force of God's law, if men will 
pay for indalgences. It is opposed to the gentle and 
paternal discipline of the gospel by vain austerities, 
and a voluntary humility not required. It is opposed 
to the charity and union of Christians, by the curses 
of its canons and the persecution of all who join 
not with it. This is the antichrist which has for 
1200 years Tirtnally dethroned Christ, and under the 
mask and appearance of* his pure and holy gospel. 
Ins set up the yirgin Mary in his room ; the chief 
prayers, images, chapels, pilgrimages, and worship, 
being everywhere made by the papists in countries 
under their full influence, to the virgin rather than 
to Christ 

Whether this great apostasy may yet in these last 
days develope itself in a more daring and blasphe- 
mous and direct infidelity, interpreters of God*s 
word have differed ; the past fulfilment has been 
such as to meet the full description according to the 
opinion of men of the deepest wisdom and piety.' 

The pope (not indeed in his individual, but in his 
official character, and in the succession of popes) is 
THE MAN OF SIN, and the son of perdition, foretold by 
St. Paul in his epistle to the Thessalonians, mt the 
mpostaey io precede ike coming of Christ* He opposes 
mnd exalts himself mbove all that is called God, or that 
is worshipped, so that he as God, sitteth in the temple of 
God, shewing himself that he is God. Apostacy spe- 
cially refers to idolatry,' and the worship paid to the 



* The poblicatioiis establJBhing the Protestant Tiew of antichrist 
•re very- nomeroos. It is the Rreneral interpretation of the Protes- 
tant Commentators on the Scrii^iure. (See Commentaries ) Onalter, 
Frith, DanaetBS, Fox, Whitaker, Folke, Dow name, Abbott, Beard 
ICarohis, (who answers Grodns taking another view,) Keach, Hall. 
fUE, Hard, Ciminghame, as wdl as the more genarai rtatemcnts of 
Mede, Warbortoa, Bishop Newton, &c. &c. may be consulted. But 
for one wishing: to come niortiy to the conclosioov tiie Roman Missal 
and thft Deciees, and Canons, and Catectuf m of the Coandl of 
Tkent, compared with l Tim. 3. S Thess. ii , and Rev . ziii. zrii. with 
tarnish ample evidence. Antichrist in St. John's Epistle's is mani- 
iBsUj aa appdlative »Qicr than a proper name of an individaal. 
- * Mm Caabaifimma oa tt* Chwdi of Wmop the Apostacy in 
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virgin Mary and the saints, as is evident by their 
missals, is idolatry ; as are the making of images of 
Christ and the saints, and worshipping them. There 
is no scriptural reason to think that the man of sin 
is to be one individaal, as in scripture a single per- 
son often represents a large body in their collective 
character. In the scriptures civil ralers or magis- 
trates are frequently called ''gods.'' Deut. x. 17; 
Exod. xxii. 28; Psalm Ixxxii. l, 6 ; John x. 34 ; and 
nothing can be more clear from all past history than 
the pope's opposing and exalting himself above all 
such. The pope began his Bull against Henry the 
yill. * The pope being God's vicar on earth, and 
according to Jeremiah's prophecy, set over nations 
and kingdoms to root out and destroy, and having 
the supreme power over all the kings of the whole 
world.' The title, * His holiness the pope,' and 
* the supreme pontiff,' his setting aside the commands 
of God, his conferring absolution, his omission of the 
second commandment in commonly circulated cate- 
chisms, and his assuming to preside in and over the 
visible church, remarkably accomplish the prediction 
of St. Paul. His coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs^ and lying wonders, and with 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish. 
The deceitfnlness of popery pretending to be so holy 
and yet being so vile, and the innumerable false 
miracles by which their system is propped up, are 
here set before us. Bellarmine says * The eleventh 
note of the church is the glory of miracles,' and he 
proceeds to instance it in miracles which he endea- 
vours to enumerate down to the sixteenth age of the 
church, as if purposely to expound this prophecy, 
by shewing its accomplishment in popery. 

Rome is the Babylon of Rbvelation. The word 
Babylon means confusion. It is the name of the city 
first founded by Nimrod, about 4000 years since, as 
the seat of a tyrannical and idolatrous empire. The 
Babylonian was the earliest of those four universal 
monarchies that prevailed over the earth, its character 

^oof of this, and of tiie fall application of this prophecy to the 
Pope. In addition to the writers before mentioned. Bishop Je^^^U 
on the Tbessadonians, Manton on the Man of Sin, with the general 
Prot^taAt Coi!aiBei4ittor8 on Thedsalonlaba iL mat ^ «iQiQai9Q&&tM^ 
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was ambitious and tyrannical, idolatrous, and hostile 
to God, lordinji^ it over others, superstitions and 
licentious, as we find clearly set forth in the prophe- 
cies of Isaiah, Jeremiah^ Ezekiel, and Daniel. Rome 
is called Babylon because it is in so many things 
like Babylon of old. There are two marks given in 
the 17th chapter of Revelation that make this plain. 
At the 9th verse we are told where she dwells : the 
seven heads are seven mountains on which ttie woman 
sitteth. The general description of Rome by Roman 
authors is, that it was founded on seven hills. At 
the 18th verse it is also said, The woman which thou 
sawesi is that §reat city which reigneth over the kings of 
the earth* To no other city did this description apply 
when the Revelation was given to John. All notions 
therefore that Babylon means corrupted churches or 
Christians with the devil at their head, are contrary 
to God's word. Babylon is in Rev. xviii. 2 — 4 dis- 
tinguished from the nations and kings of the earth. 
She sits upon the many waters or nations of the 
if^orld. Rev. xvii. 1. 

These things are so clear that the most learned 
Roman Catholics agree with us in this view, though 
some of them have applied it to Rome Pagan, and 
others consider it unfulfilled. That it cannot, how- 
ever, be Pagan Rome, is clear. Rome Pagan never 
forced its idols on other nations ; but popery makes 
all nations drunk with the wine of her fornication. 
Rome Pagan could not be called a harlot —a name only 
given to those that have apostatized from the true reli- 
gion,— aname given to Jerusalem (Ezek.xvi. 35.) when 
it became idolatrous. Rome Pagan also was never 
desolated by fire so as not to be restored, as it is here 
predicted -that this Babylon should be. Nor did any 
tiding of the kind take place when Rome became 
Christian. But if it were true that Rome Pagan was 
meant, then would there be still a remarkable testi- 
mony against Rome Papal, for in that case, as when 
Babylon is destroyed it is to become the Jiahitation of 
every unclean and hateful bird, that interpretation 
would thus represent the pope, and cardinals, and 
jMuitB, and monks now dwelling at Rome. To sop- 
jfoge it nnfaiaUed is to contradict the plain words. 
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* to skew unto his servants things which must shortly 
wme to pass* 

What a most disgusting representation is thus 
given of this mystery of iniquity, a whore, a great 
whore, a mother of harlots, drunken with blood, 
drunken with the blood of the saints. What a 
horrible picture is this ! Bossuet says, * It must of 
necessity represent Pagan not Christian Rome, for 
to accord with the former she is properly named an 
harlot, but to represent the latter she should have 
been called a faithless spouse, an adulteress.' But 
in scripture an apostate, adulterous and idolatrous 
nation, or city, or church, is frequently called a 
harlot, Isaiah 1. 1 ; Jer. ii. 20 ; iii. 6 ; £zek. xvi. 
35 ; Rev. ii. 20, 21 ; Matt. v. 32 ; xix. 9. The term 
describes not a single act of idolatry, but the multi- 
plied idolatries of its daily course. How strong is 
the language of the church of England on this point! > 

* Now concerning excessive decking of images and 
idols with painting, gilding, adorning with precious 
vestures, pearl and stone, what is it else, but for -the 
further provocation and enticement to spiritual for- 
nication to deck spiritual harlots most costly and 
wantonly, which the idolatrous church understandeth 
well enough. For she being not only an harlot (as 
the scripture calls her) but also a foul« filthy, old, 
withered harlot (for she is indeed of ancient years) 
and understanding her lack of natural and true 
beauty, and great loathsomeness, which of herself 
she has, does, after the custom of such harlots, paint 
herself and deck and tire herself with gold, pearl, 
stone, and all kinds of precious jewels, that she, 
shining with the outward beauty and glory of them« 
may please the foolish fantasy of fond lovers, and 
so entice them to spiritual fornication with her, who 
if th^y saw her, (I will not say naked) but in simple 
apparel, would abhor her as the foulest and filthiest 
harlot that ever was seen, according as appears by 

1 See Homily on the Peril of Idolatry. The Protestant Commentaries 
on the book of Revelation, with slight exceptions, apply, Babylon 
to papal Rome. Cressener's Demonstration of the Apocalypse,' 
Vitringa, Cuninghame, and Woodhonse, with Daabuz, XJsher and 
Ouseley, Sir Jsaac Newton, aD4 Bishop Newton, ai^e very yaloabl^^ . 
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the description of the garnishing of the great strumpet 
of all strumpets, the mother of whoredoms set forth 
by St. John in his Revelation, who by her glory pro- 
voked the princes of the earth to commit whoredom 
with her.' 

It was this view of popery which led our reformers 
to a decided separation from the church of Rome. 
As God commanded the Jews to come out of Babylon 
of old, (Isa. xlviii. 20; Jcr. 1. 8; li. 6; Zech. ii. 7) 
so he explicitly commands those in modern Babylon 
by a voice from heaven to separate from her. And I 
heard another voice from heaven saying. Come out of her 
my people that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues. The same God who has 
forbidden all unnecessary divisions, and who marks 
heresy and schism with special displeasure, bids his 
people, under the most awful threatenings, to depart 
from Rome. It is not lawful to separate from a pure 
church of Christ. It is a positive duty to go out 
from the fallen church of Rome. It is remarkable, 
too, in the whole history of our country, how the. 
blessing of God has distinguished those periods of 
oar history in which our separation from Rome was 
most decided. 

May we be guarded then against the false liberal- 
ism of this age. It is false charity to say papists are 
not in danger. It is true charity to say that those 
remaining in that corrupt communion and partaking 
of her sins will partake of her plagues. All liber- 
ality that is not founded on God's holy word is sel- 
fishness, infidelity and cruelty, calling evil good, 
and putting darkness for light. 

Are these statements to be withheld? Who can 
ftay so who knows what God's truth is, and how 
needful it is to his glory and our salvation? or what 
popery is ? or what popery has done in years that 
are past, while the spirit which animated those of 
past days manifestly lives in their successors? Take 
only Mr. Scott's short summary of the cruelties 
of the church of Rome. ' No computation can 
reach the numbers who have been put to death in 
different ways on account of their maintaining the 
profession of the gospel and opposing the corrup- 
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tion» of the church of Rome. A million of poor 
Waldenses perished in France ; 900,000 orthodox 
Christians were slain in less than 30 years after 
the institution of the order of the Jesuits. The duke 
of AWa boasted of having put 36,000 to death in the 
Netherlands by the hands of the common execu- 
tioner during the space of a few years. The Inquisi- 
tion destroyed by yarious tortures 150,000 within 30 
years. These are a few specimens and but a few 
of those which history has recorded, but the total 
amount will neyer be known till the earth shall 
disclose her blood and no more coyer her slain.' If 
such be the awful character and effects of popery 
and it be now increasing amongst us, it becomes us 
to speak yery distinctly about it. 
It also becomes us seriously to inquire into thb 

CAUSES OF THIS PROGRBSS OF POPBRY. 

We may observe generally that popery must have 
some sort of religious feeling to work upon. On the 
continent, infidelity has so crushed all religion, as to 
have left little for popery to corrupt ; but in America 
and England there are religious consciences and 
feelings on which popery, with its manifold delu- 
sions, may work ; and when the simple faith of the 
gospel has decayed, popery comes with its soporific 
sedatives to quiet the conscience. Now this is very 
much the state of the Protestant religion. 

There has been a great decay of PROTESTANt 
PRINCIPLES among us. The precious doctrine 
of salvation by grace through faith has been 
extensively lost. The simplicity with which the 
Reformers kept to this point in their lengthened a^d 
suffering conflict was very remarkable. They iiad 
the whole of Papal doctrine, in its varied forms of 
error, to meet ; and everywhere they met it jwith the 
glorious truths of the gospel of the grape of God. 
Christ, Christ, our only Saviour.— Ju^fication by 
grace, through faith in him, not of i^rks, but ever 
followed by good works wrought y'by the divine 
&[>irit. This was the inscription ;sn their banner in 
all their fearful warfare. * Noi)ie but Christ' — * none 
but Christ/ was their dying^stlmony. Their writ- 
ings are full of the savoyr of that fragrant najo]u&«. 
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There has been a great departure fron^fhis spirit of 
the Reformation ; and though there fafkvebeen partial 
revivals, the general state of th& Protestant church, 
like that of the Jewish, and of the early Chdstian 
churches, is that of decay from the first faith and love 
of the gospel. The corruption of man is remarkably 
shown in his contiqual tendency to fall away from 
God's truth. It is hard to keep that truth in its sim- 
plicity in our own hearts, and in our ministry. What 
faithful servant of Christ does not groan under his 
own unbelief and self-righteousness ? But these 
things have become now in the course of centuries 
so intermingled with our divinity, so embodied in 
our practical and religious treatises, as very greatly 
to diffuse through Protestantism a leaven — as if 
taking the parable of the leaven as some have done 
in a bad sense, the woman had hid the leaven in 
three measures of meal till the whole was leavened. 
And here let the writer speak his sentiments 
plainly and openly, respecting the Christian Know- 
ledge Society. It has noble designs. It is the 
parent of all our blessed religious institutions. It 
has done, by the best of books, immense good. Every 
lover of Christ must wish it yet to be honoured with 
far more extensive usefulness.. But what is the 
present character of some of its most widely-circu- 
lated and recognized human works ? While we feel 
the defects of all human writings, and the danger of 
making a man an offender for a word, and how easy it 
Is to cavil and find fault, yet, it must with grief be 
•qonfessed, that some of their tracts have greatly de- 
parted from the purity of the gospel, and have gone 
into the very verge of Popery. The extracts in the 
note below *■ will show that most widely circulated 
books, from our school-books (Crossman's Introduc- 
tion) to our highest exercises of devotion (Bishop 
Wilson's Lord's Supper) are leavened with something 
of that leaven, and therefore tend to draw us down- 
ward to that fearful abyss. The importance of that 
Society, arising from its patronage, its support, its 

> The following are extracts from Crossman's IntroductioQ to the 
Christian Religion, and Bishop Wilton's Introduction to the Lord's 
tfapper. 
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inflaence, and the yery wide-spread diffusion of its 
publications, demand, in Christian faithfulness and 

Mr. Grossman, p. 2, says, 

* Upon what conditions are you to eicpect it 1 (i. e. a life of ever- 
lasting happiness after death.) 

' If I do those things which my gpd-fathers and god-mothers pro- 
mised for me at my Baptism.' 

Here everlasting happiness is made to depend on the righteousness 
of the sinner, and not on the righteousness of Christ } it is no lon- 
ger the gift of eternal life to us in Christ Jesus. 

P. 5. ' Q. But will the performanck of these conditions. 
(i. e. to serve and ob^y God and live according to the gospel of Christ,) 

OBTAIN FOR YOU ETERNAL LIFE ? ' . 

A. ' Not on account of my own deserts, t>ut for the sake and through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.' 

Here eternal life again depends upon tlie sinner's serving and obey- 
ing God, and something more (living according to the Gospel) is, 
if possible, to be added to that ; and then, after that service and 
obedience have been performed, the merits of Christ will avail for our 
obtaining that life. Thus the glory of the gospel— free salvation is 
shut out, and the true place of good works as the fruit of faith through 
the Spirit, and real holiness as flowing from the belief of God's love 
in Christ and our union with him, are whoUy unknown and undes- 
cribed. it is the law and not the g^ospel : and though for the merits 
of Christ, is added, it is still in reality, do this and live. O miserable 
exposition of the Protestant faith ! teaching all our scholars the very 
elements of Popery. How different is the Bible motive and character 
of good works. Being filled tvith the /ruita qf righteousness which are 
by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. The love of Christ con- 
straineth tu not to live to ourselves but to him that died for us.* 

Nor have we clearer views afterwards. 

See p. 40. * Q. Wherein does this second covenant differ from the 
first as to the mildness and mercy of it ? 

' A. Whereas a perfect and unsinning obedience was expected of 
our first parents upon pain of death, we are only required to use 

OUB HONEST AND HEARTY ENDEAVOURS TO SERVE GOD AND KEEP 
BIS COMMANDMENTS. 

* Q. What if we fail in our obedience ? 

* A. We have an advoc&te with the Father, Jesus Christ the righte- 
ous, who is the propitiation for our sins ; and for his sake God will 
accept of our sincere repentance, and constant care to do better for 
the time to come.' 

The danger and insidiousness of this statement is very great. It 
seems at first sight to shew forth Clirist as the real propitiation of our 
sins, and then wholly supplants him by our sincere repentance and 
constant care to do better. 

Can there be more direct contradictions to God's own words than 
such statements? A mam is not justified by the fttorks of the law but 
by the faith qf Jesus Christ. Jf 1 build again ike things which I 
destroyed^ I make myself a tran^ressor. For I through the law am 
dead to the law, that I might lice unto God. It seems as 
if the Apostle in the Galatians had been refuting this very state- 
Hnent of Mr. Grossman 1800 years since. It is so put as exactly to 
suit the carnal, natural, and self-righteous notions of our fallen 
hearts: but Oh how little will it bear the light of God's truth 1 It 
would appear from this statement, that sin is not the transgression 
of the law, but the transgression of our endeavours ; the effect of the 
whole Is manifestly, that our eye is fixed, ivot. otk. ^jD;:^^»\svi^.^'\!k.Ns^c&.'«» 
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love, this anequivocal statement. It won Id have 
l^n GLADLY vi^ithheld, had there been a speedy pro- 

these endeavours. Who then can in this view look at hims^ as an 
unprofitable servant ? It is the very way to lead ns to be well satisfied, 
not with Christ (onr all in all, in whom alone we are complete) bat with 
OBXselves ; not ¥dth Christ's righteousness bat with our own. 

However clear the preceding statements of Jesas coming in the 
flesh ' to die for oar sins, by which he obtained for us pwrdon of 
them, grace to do our duty and eternal happiness in heaven,' yet are 
they all marred and spoiled by these subsequent questions and 
iwswers. Instead of the nut live by faith, instead of Chriet liveth in 
me, and the l\fe J now Uoe in thejleeh, 1 lime ky the faith qf the Son qf 
God, who loved me and gave himue{ffbr me, and all tiiat entire consecra- 
tion and devotedness whidi such principles lead to, this most anti- 
nomian doctrine of Crossman adulterates both law and gospel, and 
destroys the power of both on the soul ; bringing in self-righteous- 
ness, dailcening the grace of Christ, beclouding his salvation, and 
leaving an awakened conscience in bondage. According to it, 
having entere<l the new covenant by Christ, we need henceforth only 
go on with our endeavours ; they become our real Saviour. How 
striking an illastiation of St. Paul's question : Are ye $o foeUth % 
having begun in the Spirit, are ye made perfect in thefiaih T 

Oh ! it is with deep pain and grief I write this. The wrong and 
injury done to God's truth and glory and to men's souls by such 
antichristian statements are unutterable ) When I consider my own 
ignorance of them, I cannot but hope that they are still unknown to 
ue leaders and conductors of the Christian Knowledge Sodety, and 
that now they are distinctly brought forward, this most unsound 
book will be speedily removed from the Society's Catalogue. 



It having been thought desirable that the fundamental errors of 
this work (which is largely circulated,) should be more fully pointed 
out, the following additional remarks are added. Very thankful shall 
the writer be if it shall please God thus to deliver any from the snares 
of that enemy, who constantly seeks by error and ignorance to 
keep the immortal spirit of man alienated from the great God. Onr 
true hi^piness is to know and confide in, love and always delight in 
God, and ever walk with him. Scriptural views of the glorious gospel 
of the grace of God shew us the loving kindness of our heavenly 
Father towards the vilest of sinners, at the very time he expresses, 
la the agonies of his only begotten Son, the utmost hatred of sin ; 
and bring, through the power of the Spirit, our once alienated minds 
nigh to God, by the blood of Jesus. This gospel it is that makes it our 
privilege to re;}oice always in Christ, (Phil. iv. 4.) while it ever keeps 
OS in our proper place of meekness, contrition, humility, and self- 
loathing : that fiUs us with love to God and love to man, and yet 
makes it impossible for us to glory but in the Lord. 

Much darkness and false doctrine is connected with the artificial 
human system respecting the two covenants. How extraordinary 
it is that in a professed explanation of the two covenants, the fuU 
Bibl^ account, as given in Jeremiah xxxi. and Heb. viii. shoold be 
wholly omitted ! Most unscriptubal is the whole statement, both of 
the Srst and second covenant, and this under the lamentation that 
title necessary point is not nsoally well understood 1 The very expres- 
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speet of a remedy for tb6 mischief, In tbe proceed' 
iogs of the Tract Committee of the Society, or had that 

sion, Baptismal Covenant, js calculated to mislead ; neither the Bible 
nor the Church of England give that name to baptism. But why 
should the first covenant be said to be made with Adam in Paradise, 
when God describes it as made with Israel at Sinai 1 Why should the 
second covenant be said to be made ¥dth Adam in Christ Jesus 1 True 
it is, the Bible reveals the promise : / toiU put enmity between thee and 
the woman and between thy teed and her teed j it shall brtdee thy heel^ and 
thou ihalt brmae hie head. This is very different fiiom Mr. C.'s state- 
ment. The Bible describes Christ himself as gioenfor a covenant qf the 
people^ and tells us the covenant was cot^firmed qf God in Christ to Abra^ 
ham in the promise— /n thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed. There is no doubtful uncertain benefit— but a real bruising 
of Satan's head; a real blessing to all nations in Christ Jesus, The 
doctrine of the Reformation corresponds to this. It is as Melancthon 
expresses it : " When the mind is terrified by the voice that reproves 
sin, let it hear the peculiar promise of the gospel, touchio|; the Son of 
God, and let him be assured that his sins are fully remitted for the 
sake of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our atonement, 
and that not for any contrition or love of ours." 

I dwell not on the directions such as "^ Think on the account thon 
must give hereafter, and thou wUt never do amiss," or, the prayers 
such as " O grant that I may live in such a careful and godly manner 
here, that when I depart hence to appear before Thee in the other 
world, I may give a good account of myself and be received into thy 
favour and the kingdom of heaven, through Jesus Christ our Lord.*' 
A mind at all enlightened by the truth, brought home to his heart by 
the- Spirit of Qod, will be deeply pained by such exhibitions of human 
self-sufficiency and self-righteousnesss. 
On the SACRAMENTS, there is the same perverted gospel : 
P. 41. ' Q. What is done in this sacrament [i. e. baptism]* > 
' A. God Almighty therein applies to every particular person that 
covenant he made with mankind in Christ Jesius, and assures to ns 
all the blessings of it, and we, on our parts promise to perform the 

CONDITIONS OF THIS COVENANT.* 

What strange assertions ! First, the covenant is made with man- 
kind in Christ ; and then we are to perform the conditions to obtain 
the blessings of it. Here a^^dn Christ in whom it pleased the Father ail 
fulness should dwell is set aside. 

P. 42. * Q. Suppose we break the vows and promises we made at 
t)ur baptism ?* 

' A. We break our covenant, and of course forfeit the blessings 
assured to us therein.' 

He then goes on to shew * that we have in many ways grievously 
broken our baptismal vows ; but God in his mercy suffers us to renew 
our covenant with him in the Lord's Supper, and if we be sincere he 
gives us the same blessings again, as he promised to us in the sacra- 
ment of baptism,— Christ assuring us that the Lord's Supper is the 
blood of the new covenant which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins.' The nature of this sincerity may be judged of by the next 
question. -^ 

' Q. What QUALIFICATIONS are necessary on our parts in order to 
OBTAIN THE PARDON OF OUR SINS in tUs holy sacrameut I* 

' A. An hearty faith in the merits of Christ's sufferings, repent- 
ance for sins that are past, and sincere resolutions of amendment of 
life.* 

Thus all the way through, in each step, it is essentiallY one thisu^s 
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Committee such anfettered power to purify or eject 
antiscriptural tracts, as that the hope might be enter- 

we are, on Mr. C.*8 plan, saved by our own works. Pardon is not 
procured really by the blood of Jesus, but substantially and essen- 
tially by our own qualifications, sincerity, and doings. The very 
thing which the Council of Trent laboured to establish, this most un- 
sound catechism labours to establish. The gifts and calUng qf God 
are trithout repentance ; but on Mr. C.'s plsm, we are losing them and 
regaining them continually. 

It is a totally different thing to do as our Baptismal Service does, 
show that the Lord Jesus makes rich promises of rbcbiving us, rb- 
LBAsiNo us of our sins, and sanctifying us bv thk Holt Ghost, 
oiviNo us the kingdom of heaven and everlasting life ; and then, in 
the faith of these promises, to call us on our part to a life correspond- 
ing to such grace, by renouncing the devil and all his works, con- 
stsmtly believing Gk>d'8 holy word, and obediently keeping his 
commands. Mr. Grossman teaches, * be sincere, and you shall be 
pardoned;' the Church of England teaches, Christ promises you 
reception, release of sins, sanctification by the Spirit, the gift of heaven 
and eternal life ; believe his promises, and in the strength given by 
them, serve and obey him. One is, Do this and live ; the other is. 
Life is given you in Jesus, believe and thou shalt be saved. One is, 
Perform the conditions, and thou shalt have the blessings j the other 
is. / beseech you by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy and accepttwle unto God, which is your reajmnahle 
sertAce. 

It is astonishing, did we not know the natural darkness of every 
human mind in the things of God, that ministers of a church which 
teaches us so plainly in its Articles and Homilies the way of salvation 
by grace through faith ; which so explicitly brings forward, in the 
very beginning of our Pray^ Book, j[f toe «ay we have no sin we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not inus; but ifvoecorrfess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness, (1 John i. 9, 10} ; that ministers of such a church should be going 
about in any other way than this plain way, to find a remedy for our 
sins. The propitiation of Jesus for our sins (noticed by John in the 
following verses (I John ii. i, 2.) has effectually secured to us pardon 
of sin, and power over sin. Our course is simple confession of sin 
ahd looking to Jesus, believing the testimony that God has given of 
his Son. Admitted into the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Jesus Christ, we see God's love, we walk in the 
light as God is in the light, • we have fellowship with Crod, and the 
bU>od qf Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin; it purges our 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God. The true re- 
medy for the power of sin is tQ go again and again, confessing it to 
him who alone forgiveth all our iniquities and healeth all our diseases. 
It is his grace alone which bringeth salvation, teaching us to deny un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, living soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world. 

This catechism of Mr. Crossman's, on the other hand, brings in 
another gospel, which is no gospel, but a cruel bondage to an awa- 
kened sinner, and a mere soporific to a worldly mind, leaving such a 
vtiii quite at ease, in his fancied sincerity and honest and hearty en- 
tteavours (see Ezekiel xiii. 22.) O the awful guilt of distributing such 
a soporific in thousands, and teaching it to our poor ignorant chil- 
dren, through our country ! How many precious souls, for whom 
Christ died, have, by this pretended ' introduction to the Christian 
religion,* been introduced to Antichristian error, so that Christ has 
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tained they would be enabled to do so. It becomes every 
believer in Christ to strengthen the hands of those 

pttifited them nothing. (Gal. v. 2.) It is so fearful a thing to pertert 
the gospel qf Christt (Gal. i. 7.) that I feel constrained to be thus 
explicit. 

It is a lesser wrong, but it is also a serious wrong, to the Church of 
England, to send forth such false statements as the accredited doc- 
trines of those ministering in this part of the church of Christ. 

How sweet is it to an afflicted conscience, to turn from these dark 
statements to the real voice of the Church of England, as expressed 
by Bishop Jewell in his Apology ! ' We say tliat man is born in sin, 
and leadeth his life in sin, and no man can truly say his heart is 
clean } that the most holy man is an unprofitable servant j that the 
law of God requires of us a full and p^ect obedience, and that we 
cannot in any way keep it perfectly in this life; and that ttiere is no 
mortal who can be justiAed in the sight of God by his own deserts ; 
and therefore our only refuge and safety is in the mercy of Grod the 
Father, by Jesus Christ, and in the assuring oursklvbs (certo 
animis nostris persuadeamus) that he is the propitiation for our sins, 
by whose blood all our stains are washed out; that he has pacified 
all things by the blood of his cross ; that he, by that only sacrifice 
which he once offered upon the cross, hath peifected all things, and 
therefore when he breathed out his soul, he said, It is finished ; as 
if by these words he would sig^iify now the price is paid for the sins 
of mankind.' He afterwards guards against the abuse of this 
doctrine, by showing that ' true faith is a living faith, and cannot 
be idle.' 

The Lord restore to us the gospel purity of the founders of the 
English Church ! 

In Bishop Wilson's Introduction to the Lord's Supper, the new 
covenant made with our first parents is thus described, as more fully 
explained in the Gospel : — 

' That on condition of their sincere repentance and sincere obedi- 
ence, afterwards they should be restored to the favour of God, and 
after death to that life and happiness which in their state of innocency 
was promised them without tasting of death, which favour they had 
forfeited by their disobedience.' ftige 7. 

After speaking suitably of the death of oar Lord as a sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world, the Bishop goes on ' By this worthy 
sacrifice all mankind are restored to the favour of God and put in a 
way and state of salvation, Gk>d having for his Son's sake promised to 
pardon all such as shall repent and forsake their sins, and bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance, as also to give his Holy Spirit to all such 
as shall sincerely desire him ; and lastly, to make them eternally 
happy after death, if during this short state of trial, which is designed 
to mend our corrupt and disordered nature, they endeavoured to 
observe the rules wMch he has given them, and which are absolutely 
necessary to make them capable of heaven and happiness. 

' stop here awhile and adore the infinite goodness of God who did 
not overlook lost mankind, but sent his Son to redeem us. He might 
in strict justice have required me to live to the law of nature and 
reason, given in that state of innocence, on pain of being for ever 
s^arated from his presence : but instead ctf that, he has been graci- 
ously pleased to accept of our sincere though imperfect obedience, 
and of our sincere r^>entance, when we have done amiss, and re- 
turn to our duty.' 

Compare these statements with the Decrees and Cano^^ C2>1 n^^^ 

D 
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who are now seeking to bring back Reformation prin- 
ciples into that Society. But one grand leading cause 

Council of Trent, and contrast them -with our Articles and our 
Homily on Salvation, and say whether these tracts have not gone 
into something of the spirit of Popery. 

They completely escape indeed the papal anathemasof tiieOth Canon 
of the Council of Trent, ' Whosoever shall affirm that the ungodly 
is justified by faith only, so that it is to be understood that nothing 
elae is to be required to co-operate thcreveith in order to Justification, 
and that it is on no account necessary that he should prepare and 
dispose himself by the effect of his own vtrill, let him be accursed.' 

They completely escape the anathema of the eleventh canon of the 
Council of Trent. — * If any one shall say that men are justified either 
by the alone imputation of Christ's righteousness, or only by the re- 
mission of fiUis, excluding grace and .charity, which is diffused in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, and inheres in Jthem, or that the grace 
by which we are justified is only the favour of God, Let him be 
Anathema.' 

They completely escape the anathema of the twelfth canon.— 'Who- 
soever shall affirm that justifying faith is nothing else than confidence 
in the divine mercy, by which sins are forgiven, for Christ's sake, or 
that it is that confidence only, by which we are justified, let him be 
accursed.' 

They are in the spirit of the London Vicar Apostolic's Sermon, 
given in the Laity's Directory, of 1828. In this Sermon, near the 
commencement, the Popish Preacher states — 

' The fundamental dispc^ition, by which man is prepared for the 
grace of justification, is divine ftdth. Faith is the principle and the 
root of the other dispositions of hope, love, repentance, and obedience, 
by which the preparation of the soul for this supernatural effect is 
perfected. To those who are thus disposed and prepared by the ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghost, th& graces of justification are communicated 
through the channels of the sacraments instituted by Christ for that 
purpose.' 

The author, in his sermon on Justification, wrote the following 
remarks on this. Alas ! that they should apply to Protestant writings I 

It is a most erroneous and dangerous statement. On this plan, the 
grace of the gospel, and the freedom of the promise are really lost } 
and though the merits of Christ Jesus had been before mentioned, 
and the Holy Ghost is named, yet, in the place of Christ and his salva- 
tion, our own obedience is in truth substituted ; we are accepted for 
tha^ and not simply for the sake of Jesus Christ. We are not here 
justified by faiths but faith ig preparatory to hope, love, repentance, 
and obedience, by which we are not even then justified, but only pre- 
pared for the sacraments, in which justification is communicated. O 
miserable exposition of the text 1 O miserable doctrine extinguishing 
all the light and consolation pf the gospel of Jesus Christ, and remoT- 
ing far away from afiUcted consciences the hope of justification 1 How 
manifestly erroneous that doctrine by which we are first to be made 
righteous by our works, and then the oracc of justification is to be 
conferred upon us ! Rom. xi. 6. Where this doctrine prevails, it 
excludes and prevents real holiness and obedience, to which (so far 
from their being the cause at our acceptance or righteousness before 
God) we can never attain tUi we are accepted in Christ, and account- 
ed lighteous through him. Ephes. ii. 8—10. How contrary is this 
statement, to tbjt fuU oonsolation, the simplicity, and plainness of the 
scr^itaral do<MiM: and how can a burdened and distressed con- 
kfn MaA Iti way to peace and joy i Let Protestants then 
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of the progress of Popery being oar loss of Protestant 
principles, that loss is distinctly marked in the pabli- 

wtth love, but with zeal and flnnness, maintain and ¥ddely make 
known, the invaluable scriptural truths* for the defence of which our 
martyred reformers willingly gave their bodies to the flames : and 
may. our God grive abundant tesHmony to the word qfJUs grace. 

In the same spirit Bishop Baines, a leading Roman Catholic 
bishop of the present day, in his sermon on Faith, Hope and Charity, 
after mentioning repentance and confession to a priest as necessary, 
says — 'Nor even is this all. The sinner must moreover submit to 
make such atonement to his offended God by prayei*, by fasting, by 
works of self-denial, and the like, as may be required ; and if he has 
ii^ured any neighbour in his good name, his property, or his person, 
he must, to the utmost of his ability, resolve to make full and ample 
satisfaction. Without such a resolution, no Catholic priest in the 
world could, or would, consider himself authorized to give absolution 
to any penitent, and if he did presume to give it, his religion teaches, 
as an article of faith, that his absolution could be of no avail in the 
sight of God, but to add to the guilt both of the giver and the receiver. 
— Now let me ask, is this a doctrine which relaxes the Christian 
morality, which encourages guilt, and facilitates the commission of 
crime ? What then must those doctrines be which admit the sinner 
to reconciliation uponthe simple condition of 'repentance, and confes- 
sion made to God alone 1 * — ^This is Just the reasonin;^ of the carnal 
mind, supposing that law, and requirement, and exaction, can pro- 
duce in fallen man those good works which the scriptures set before 
us as the fruit of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 

Let, also, the reader open his Prayer Book and contrast these things 
with Articles x. to xviii. or with the Homily on Salvation, and see 
how far the principles of the Reformation have been departed from, 
in works authoritatively and widely circulated. And who that 
loves the tn^th as it is in Jesus, can but heartily pray that the ser- 
vants of Christ, in the Christian Knowledge Society, may be strength- 
ened amidst the many difficulties of putting away the accumulating 
evil of a century distinguished by decays of the pure faith of Christ, to 
restore to the tracts of that influential society, all the simplicity of the 
gospel, as 8et forth in the holy scriptures, and as drawn from them by 
tfie first Protestants. 

These human statements fall for short of the truth of God both in 
principle and in practice. 

, As to PRINCIPI.K, how marked the difference between them and the 
word of God, in the littie use which they find for faith In God*8 tes- 
timony. In the word of God, from first to last, unbelief is the grand 
cause of man's condemnation j (Gen. iii. 1 ; Numb. xiv. il, xx. 12; 
Deut. i. 32 , 2 Kings xvii. 14; Psalm Ixxviii. 22, cvi. 24 : Mat. xiii. 5S ; 
Mark xvi. 14—16; John iii. 18, 19. The Episties every where. Rev. 
xxl. 8) and, on the other hand, belief in God's testimony is every 
where the turning point of our recovery, (Heb. xi. j John iii- 14—16, 
v. 34; Gen. XV. 6; Dan. vi. 23; Acts xvi. 31 ; Rom. iii. 21—28; 
Ephes. ii. 8 ; 1 John v. 13, and indeed throughout the Bible.) This 
is so much the case that the gospel is called simply by the name of 
/^h. (Gal. i. 3.) the law qf faith, (Rom. iii. 27.) The word of faith, 
(Rom. X. 8.) the hearing qf faith, (Gal. iii. S.) Man fell by unbelief, he 
is restored by faith, the g^ft of Goft. Infinite wisdom marks this dis- 
tinction of faith, both as it makes salvation wholly of grace, and as it 
brings all divine ininciples into our heart. A man is as his principles 
are. Faith wrought in our hearts by the Spirit, gives us all those 
divine prinsiples, which God has revealed as infallibly tcue iu.bi& 

D t& 
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cations of the Christian Knowledci^e Society. O that 
we had been more jealous for God's honour, and 

word. Thus God's vievrs, uBchangreaUe and altogether pure and right, 
become ingrafted in our mind and in our heart. We have one mind 
with the great God, as far as faith receives his word; and our conduct 
corresponds to bis views of things. Thus the heart is purified, the Tjrorld 
is overcome, the soul is filled with love, Satan's lies are rejected, and 
we are made meet, through the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, for 
God's presence and Joy through eternity. Faith too eminently honours 
God. (Rom. iv. 20.) It gives glory to all his attributes ; his reality, 
though unseen by mortal eye ; his. power, though unfelt by outward 
senses ; his truth, though yet unaccomplished ; his mercy amidst 
our present sufferings and trials ; his love under all the afflictions of 
tbls life. Faitb glorifies God in every thing, and stands firm on his 
truth amidst the shaking of all things. This blessed principle is either 
kept in the back ground, as in the extracts from the Bishop of Sodor 
and Man ; or it is changed into a virtue bff vihich toe are pardoned, 
contrary to the express statement of our Homily on salvation, " as 
great and godly a virtue as the lively faith is, yet it puts us from 
Itself, and remits or appoints us unto Christ, for to have only by him 
remission of sins " 

As to PRACTioB, there is also a marked difference in the lowered 
scale of devotedness and practical godliness. Love to God with all 
the heart and soul, love to our neighbour as ourselves -, entire surren- 
der of ourselves to God I having one will with his -, his glory our end 
and our happiness, this is the state which the gospel sets before us 
as our standard, and the effect of its provision of mercy and grace in 
Christ Jesus. True it shews us, in the present life, the flesh lugtinff 
against the spirit^ and the spirit againat the flesh ; but it distinctly paints 
out the Christian as " through the Spirit mortifying the deeds of the 
body ; I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I Uve, yet not I but 
Chridt liveth in me, and the life I now Uve in the flesh, I live by tiie 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. It 
shews us the Christian becoming more and more like his heavenly 
Master here (2 Cor. iii. 18; iv. l6. Rom. viii. 2g.} and soon to be per- 
fectly like him in glory, (i John iii. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 49.) 

Human perversions of the gospel are marked by a lower scale of 
motive, the love and glory of God being left in comparative obscurity, 
his holiness inadequately developed, and the selfish motive of our 
own interest being made the leading principle to influence our con- 
duct. On this principle, scriptural godliness cannot be effectively 
enforced, nor really attained. And then to make up for our imperfec- 
tions, sincerity of obedience, and even a strictness of outward and 
ceremonial righteousness, beyond what God has required 'as we see 
abundautiy in popery), ai-e set before us and enforced. Thus God's 
law is made void as well as his gospel ; and the heart is left cold, 
dark, dead, in bondage and helpless misery. O what a tax does the 
carnal mind thus pay for its pride and unbelief, for its self righteous- 
ness and indulgence in evU ; at the very time that God shows us in 
his gospel he would have us, by simply believing his own loving- 
kindness and holiness, as manifested in the death of Christ Jesus for 
our sins, basking in the warm beams of his love, and evermore, with 
holy joy, delighting in him ! While love to God, through our great 
blindness, corruption and sinfulness though it be our clear duty, has 
become impracticable to us sinners in our natural state, till we sec 
his continued and free love to us ; yet in the bright blaze of that love, 
shining so powerfully in the free salvation of the guilty, by the stu- 
peodous sacrifice of his own son« we do indeed love Grod. (l John iv. 
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more alive to the parity of his truth ! Nor is this 
stated without a hambling sense of personal faalt, by 
one who has been, for nearly a quarter of a century, a 
member of that society, and may therefore be justly 
chargeable with a portion of the blame of circulating 
what he has never adequately protested against ; 
his only excuse being indeed ignorance of their real 
character. 

The great snare and danger of this false doctrine, 
is the extraordinary mixture of truth and error. 
When you are ready to think you have got on the 
solid rock of the most blessed truths of the gospel, 
in a free salvation, you are plunged at once into the 
mire of your own doings, as necessary to complete 
your salvation ; * the leaven is so mixed up with the 

19.) Where can the sinner see love to himself with such an over 
whelming: blaze of glory, as in free salvation by the blood of Jesus i 
This, brought home to the heart by the Spirit, fills him with entire 
confidence in, and with intense love to, the Holy Go(|. The propi- 
tiation of Jesus is God's remedy, both for the guilt and the power of 
sin. (1 John ii. I, 2.) 

1 The following spectanen is given from ' Admonitions for Sunday 
Schools,* p. 45. 

* Eternal life is the gift, the free undeserved gift of God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.* Here you have all the clearness of the gos- 
pel, but the very next words overthrow it all. * It is his merits 
and perfect obedience tiiat must recoiqmend our imperfect services 
to God. There is, therefore, no room for boasting on our part. 
Far otherwise. But if, with faith and h^ility, we do the best we can 
to serve and please God, we inay be safe that our services, ho^evef 
imperfect, will be accepted, and that, however luideserving, we shall 
not lose our reward.* "niis is in reality that antinomianism as well as 
self righteousness, which it professes to renounce, Jf it be asked what 
should have been added tQ the apostle's statement, to guard against 
these fearful evils, I reply just what the apostle himself adds where 
he speaks on this subject. ' Thii i$ the record that God hath given to u$ 
eter»allife,amdthiel^i9inh^Son. He that hath the Son hath Itfe, and 
he that hath not the Son hath not l{f!B ; or just what our Lord adds He 
that abideth in tne, and I in him, the aame hrir^eth forth much frvit. 
One grand fault of an adulterated gospel is, that It takes away the 
main springs of real love to God, and good works among men. 

The confUcts with the early Protestants produced some degree of 
caution, respecting the doctrine of human merit, even in framing 
the Canons of the Council of Trent }— but their sophistry haying 
been exposed, Satan who is full of subtilty in his efforts to pervert 
the grace of God, seldom attempts now to bring in human merits, 
and will in words disclaim them, as a part of the cause of our salva- 
tion. But the very same principle without the name of man's 
merits, and even with the outward renunciation of that idea, is one 
grand cause of all misstatements of the gospel. Men suppose God 
loves them, not because he gave his SKm for thrir sins, but because 
they thhak tiut there is gome goodin thtm. Ttieir ho^ «x« fsvosfeAMfi^ 
on some fimded good of tb«i onn, «b4 wifc en. ^3BateX^«K(»«^^»^ 
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meal that it cannot be separated. To a saperficial 
eye, it appears to be eyery thing you coald wish, 
and yet the bitter root of death is in it. How de- 
cisively the apostle Paul speaks of those who pro- 
fessed Christ, and yet sought something else to be 
added to him ; Christ is become of no effect unto you^ 
whosoever of you are justified by the law^ ye are fallen 
from grace. O that the blessed Spirit may himself 
teacli us that we may know the things that are freely 
given to us of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12 ; wcl^l stand fast in the 
liberty whereivith Christ hath made us free. 

If any of my readers are disposed to think that 
such statements as these respecting a very valuable 
Protestant institution, are, at the very best, un- 
seasonable, and that it is peculiarly rash, at this 
critical period, to find fault with so useful and ven- 
erable a society, let them for a moment remember, 
how useful, how venerable a servant of Christ, St. 
Peter was ; and what a critical time the conflict with 
judaizing Christians and the whole of Paganism 
was ; and yet that St. Paul withstood Peter to the 
face J because he was to be blamed. On a point, where 
the purity of God's truth, and his honour and glory, 
therefore, were concerned, he gave place by subjection^ 
no, not for an hour. O that alL ministers and ser- 
vants of Christ may drink deep into the same spirit. 
Where only our personal concerns are at stake, 
being reviled we bless, being persecuted we suffer, and 
being defamed we entreat. Where the word of God is 
at stake, and that the truth of the gospel may continue^ 
it is to make no matter to us whoever opposes. (Gal. ii.) 
We are to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
tfte saints, (Jude 3.) 

The situatfon of the present conductors of the 
Christian Knowledge Society, is full of diflScnlty^ 
and has many peculiar intricacies and perplexities. 
They have inherited the accumulation of tracts of 
nearly a century and a half; — one part, and that the 

unspeakable gift. Hence there is so much doubtfuhness, darkness, 
and anxiety in their minds. They say they doubt themselves. The 
reality is, they do not give God credit for the truth of what he says, 
or in the words of St. John, they mak$ him a liar. This is denying 
tjie Father, this is Anti-chnst, this is popery, whether spoken by a 
J^pist, or sziom/fiA/JRrotestaiit. 
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greater, of which time was distinguished bj an exten- 
sive decline fronvthe pare principles of the gospel and 
of the Reformation ; and another part also was distin- 
guished by extravagancies connected with the revival 
of those principles. Thus they have now tracts which 
on the one hand, partake of that decline, and on 
the other, meet those extravagancies, not with the 
pure light of gospel truth, but rather with the wisdom 
of man, and the self-righteous system which marks 
declining churches. But to reform all this, of how- 
ever great necessity such a reform unquestionably 
is, yet also it is a work of very great and self-denying 
Christian wisdom and holy courage. It requires 
peculiar singleness of eye and of heart for our Divine 
Master to be valiant for the truth, though it bring re- 
proach on honoured names, by amending or ejecting 
their writings. To these difficulties must be joined the 
varied minds of good men discerning troth in very 
different degrees of light and distinctness, and yet 
having to concur in producing one result, and the 
many dangers to be dreaded from the strong current 
of sweeping reform and reckless innovation flowing 
in on every side. Consider these things and it will 
not perhaps be surprising that the progress of tract 
emendation is slow. The greatest help to this work 
will be the frank, repeated, and constant testimonies, 
in a spirit of real kindness and sound judgment, to 
what the members see erroneous in the tracts, and 
the willing and candid reception of such testimonies, 
which, I believe, has already been manifested by the 
tract committee. The effect of this may be a far 
greater diffusion of the simple truth of the gospel, 
than if the society had never published any thing 
which could have been really objected to. Men's 
minds will thus be led to investigate divine truth, to 
prove all things, and to hold fast that which is 
good. 

We have very watchful, zealous and active ene- 
mies on every side. The ardour with which the new 
voluntary-church principles are pursued, may be seen 
in the lectures on church establishments published 
at Glasgow, by dissenters of no mean name or ability. 
The author believes those principles to be 4ft&^v^^- 
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tive of the real welfare of our country, and not ac- 
cording to the gospel of Christ. But men of great 
powers of mind, and whose conscience seems en- 
gaged in their own views think otherwise, and views 
like theirs are so suitable to the democratic and 
infidel spirit of the age, that they are likely to spread 
widely. Now it is the part of true wisdom, in these 
days, to keep within those scriptural lines which our 
church has so distinctly marked. 

The great means of extricating ourselves from our 
difficulties is to press every where, as the Reformers 
Tyndal, Bradford, Cranmer,' Ridley, Latimer, Jewell, 
Becon, &c., (not to say even Knox and Bale) did, — 
simply the pure, faithful gospel message of God's 
love to the world in salvation, by Jesus alone, and 
through faith in his blood. This is the foundation ; 
let this foundation stand prominent and distinct. 
The wood, hay and stubble of man's inventions will 
never stand the fiery trial that is coming. Let this 
be our distinguishing characteristic as a Church; a 
full, free, distinct, constant proclamation of the sav- 
ing name of Jesus Christ. The church of England, 
in its accredited formularies, has this foundation 
clear and mi^nifest, and while we bend our strength 
for the maintenance of this, God will be with us, and 
support us in, and carry us through all our diffi- 
culties, and his people will be drawn around us 
and multiplied. This again makes it of immense 
importance, that the Christian Knowledge Society 
should have no doubtful doctrine respecting this 
foundation, but be a faithful witness for God's holy 
gospel. 

It is painful to read in the accounts given of a late 
meeting of the Society, a statement which it would 
be pleasant to think was unfounded : that when a 
desire had been expressed for the republication by 
the Society of Fox's Book of Martys, it had been 
refcised, not on account of the expence, (the present 
protestant feeling of the country ia such, that there 
is no risk on that point) but on some other grounds 
not explained to the public. Believing that those 
grounds were not merely fears of provoking the papists 
Ar tli9i faitbful exhibition of (heir omelty , nor an HA- 
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willingness now to confess the truths stated in Fox, 
Still let not the Society thus give occasion to suspect 
any departure from the principles of the Reformation. 
We gain nothing by a timid course. When we re- 
member that the Government in Queen Elizabeth's 
days publicly enjoilied this work to be set up in all the 
parish churches, together with the Bible and Bishop 
Jewel's Defence of the Apology, to be read at all 
suitable times by the people ; when we remember 
how triumphantly it has withstood all the attacks 
of papists, and come out the more fully justified from 
every attack ; it would be a most desirable step for 
that Society, now publishing valuable writings of 
the Reformers, to establish its own character for 
adherence to the principles of the Reformation, by 
sending forth, as a giant refreshed, that inestimable 
defender of the protestant faith in his ' main work/ 
' Numerous attacks ' says Mr. Soame, ' have been 
levelled at the honest chronicler of Romish intoler- 
ance, but they have ever fallen harmless from the 
assailants' hands.' ' 

When it is considered that the income of this 
Society is upward of £70,000 a year, and that 
1,891,428 of its books and tracts were circulated in 
the last year, the immense importance of the purity 
of scriptural doctrine in them, will be manifest.' 
Who can bear the thought of the guilt of helping 
in any way to turn men from Christ and his salva- 
tion from the guilt, love, and power of sin, to their 
own doings as the ground of their hopes. 

May the Father of lights, the only giver of heavenly 
wisdom, largely bestow on the leaders and conduc- 
tors of this great Institution heavenly wisdom, to 
guide them through the difficulties of their present 
situation ! If once the evil of erroneous doctrine 
was adequately seen and felt, and the existence of 
this evil in its publications manifested, the Society 
possesses, among the members of its Committee, men 
of practical wisdom, integrity, and firmness to devise 
methods to throw out every thing contrary to the 

1 See Strype's Annals, vol. i. p. l. 375— S8f« iii. p. i. 7^, and Htgft 
lives of Cranmer aiitt GrUidal. See also Soame's history of the Befor- 
nuution. vol. iT. 79i» 732. 
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purity of the Gospel of Christ, and so to enable it to 
stand out, bold and prominent, a firm confessor and' 
Tvitness of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

In the Scotch church there seems to the writer to 
have been a similar falling away from the protestant 
principles of the early Reformers. He confesses that 
when he looks at the earlier confession of faith of 
1560, at Cra]g*s Catechism of 1590, and the Geneva 
confessions received early in Scotland, and compares 
them with the present Westminster confession of 
1647, he sees in the former a simplicity of Gospel 
truth, which is wanting in the more apparently accu- 
rate but refined and more artificial statements of 
the later Creed. The diflerence is the simple state- 
ment of faith in the divine testimony, and the elabo- 
rating by the human intellect of a complete system 
of doctrine. The description given by each, of the 
doctrines of Redemption, may shew the writer's 
meaning more clearly. The Statement of the con- 
fession of 1560, Article nine is simple and scriptural. 
' He sufifered for a season the wrath of his Father, 
which sinners had deserved, but yet we avow that 
he remained the only well-beloved and blessed 
Son of his Father even in the midst of his anguish 
and torment, which he sufiered in body and soul 
to make the full satisfaction for the sins of 
THE PEOPLE.' So in Craig's Catechism, 'What 
is faith in Christ? A sure persuasion that he 
is the only Saviour of the world, but ours in 
special who believe in him,' (John vi.) So in the 
Geneva confession ; ' Of his free mercy without 
compulsion, he offered himself as the only sacrifice to 
purge the sins of all the world, so that all other 
sacrifices are blasphemous and derogate from the 
sufficiency hereof.' Who can compare these with the 
limited statement of the Westminster confession of 
1647, without seeing a departure from the simplicity of 
Scripture ? ' They who are elected being fallen in 
Adam, are redeemed by Christ.— Neither are any 
OTHER REDEEMED BY Christ, cfi'ectually called, jus- 
tified, adopted, and saved, but the elect only.' There 
23 here a want of that marked difference of state- 
meat respecting redemption and election, which 
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we find so generally runs through the Scriptures, and 
which the Church of England, in its catechism 
formed nearer the Reformation, has so briefly, and 
yet so fully and beautifully expressed. *I learn to 
believe in God the Son, who redeemed me and all 
mankind ; and in God the Holy Ghost, who sancti- 
fleth nie, and all the elect people of God.' 
Another cause of the progress of Popery has been 

OlfU DEPARTURE FROM THE BiBLE AS THE ONLY 

STANDARD OF DIVINE TRUTH. The testimony of the 
Reformers to this is very distinct. How plain our 
sixth article ! How beautiful the language before 
the Scotch Confession of Faith of 1560 ! * If any man 
will note in this our confession any article or sen- 
tence, repugning to God's holy word, that it would 
please him, of his gentleness, and for Christian chari- 
ty's sake, admonish us of the same in writing, and we 
upon our honour and fidelity, do promise unto him sa- 
tisfaction from the mouth of God, (that is, from his 
Holy Scriptures,) or else reformation of that which 
he shall prove to be amiss. For God we take to re- 
cord in our consciences, that from our hearts we 
abhor all sorts of heresy, and all teachers of errone- 
ous doctrine, and that with all humility we embrace 
the purity of Christ's gospel, which is the only food 
of our souls, and therefore so precious unto us that 
we are determined to sufler the extremest of worldly 
danger, rather than we will sufi'er ourselves to be 
defrauded of the same,' This zealous adherence to 
the word of God was the glory of the Reformation, 
and the great means of its purity. The departure 
from this has been in some degree checked, by the 
vastly enlarged distribution of the pure word of 
God, through all the societies engaged in that work. 
But it was a fearful mark of this departure, that the 
circulation of the Bible alone was so greatly objected 
to by leaders in Protestant Churches, without what 
was so improperly called by one of them the safe- 
guard of a Prayer Book. Human names have also 
such credit, that even protestants have too much sunk 
to this state, judging of sound doctrine by what man 
says, rather than by what God says. Each class has 
its human standard^ rather thau tSi^ v^\^ vRjaVV«iiV. 
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standard of the word of God. We have all fallen 
into this serious error. Neither the Fathers, nor 
the Reformers, nor their successors, nor the revivers 
of evangelical doctrine in modern days, must for a 
moment be our standard, instead of God's truth. 

A highly respectable, learned, and devout class 
of men has risen up at one of our Universities^ 
the tendency of whose writings is departure from 
Protestantism, and approach to papal doctrine. They 
publish tracts ' for the times ; ' and while they oppose 
the most glaring part of popery, the infallibility of 
the Pope,— the worship of images,— transubstantia- 
tion and the like, — yet, though the spirit of the times 
is marked by the opposite fault, the very principles 
of popery are brought forward by them, under defer- 
ence to human authority, especially that of the 
Fathers : overvaluing the Christian ministry and 
the sacraments, and undervaluing justification by 
faith. With much learning and study of the Fa- 
thers, with great apparent and doubtless in some 
cases real devotion, and a devotedness ascetic and pe- 
culiar, they seem to the author, as far as he has seen 
and known their course, to open another door to that 
land of darkness and shadow of death, where the 
Man of Sin reigns. 

The STATE OF OUR PUBLIC JOURNALS Is another 
cause of this progress. 

The principle avowed and gloried in by one of 
our leading public journals, especially on this point, 
is to ht men*s creeds alone ; another leading journal 
defies any to shew, that the purely doctrinal errors of 
the Roman Catholic church have been treated with 
disrespect, by the most valuable Protestant advo- 
cates. But we have not so learned the word of God. 
Her doctrinal errors are the very spring head of all 
her evil practices. If the fountain be bitter, the 
stream must be so ; if the tree be bad, the fruit must 
be bad. We must not let the poison work, till it 
produces disease and misery. It is true that human 
laws can only punish manifested eviU but it is the 
glory of the divine law, that it goes to the very springs 
ofevi), and the glory of the gospel of Christ, that it 
sets forth a full remedy for all those springs of evil, 
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and it is the blessedness of real Christians to know 
and possess this, and to telJ of this far and wide. 
How manifestly do the sentiments expressed in our 
journals shew, that they savour the things that be of 
men, and not the things that he of God ! 

The clear testimony which the Reformers gave 
against popery, as being Babylon, is not now sus- 
tained with equal firmness and clearness. The 
statement that the pope was antichrist and the man 
of sin, was powerfully instrumental in bringing about, 
and establishing the Reformation. It was the main 
reason given for actual separation from the church of 
Rome, founded on the express direction of God himself. 
(Rev. xviii. 4.) The testimony of the reformers on this 
point was uniform.* It was with this sentiment they 



I Testimonies of English Reformers and others against Popery as 

Antichrist. 

Public Testimony. — The Church op England. 

T;(E Articles of the Church are almost one series of testimonies 
against Papal doctrines. In the Homilies, sanctioned by these 
Articles, the following testimonies appear respecting the Pope as 
antichrist, Babylon, and the Man of Sin. 

In the Homily of Obedience, Part iii. ' The Bishop of Rome teaches, 
that they that are under him are free from all burdens and charges of 
the commonwealth, and obedience towards their prince j most clearly 
against Christ's doctrine and St. Peter's. He ought therefore 
rather to be called antichrist, and the successor of the scribes 
and Pharisees, than Christ's vicar, or St. Peter's successor; seeing 
that, not only on this point, but also in other weighty matters ol 
christian religion, in matters of remission and forgiveness of sins, 
and of salvation, he teachCth so directly against both St. 
Petkr, and against our Saviour Christ.' 

In the Homily against Peril of Idolatry, Part iii., siJeaking of the 
worship of images, and the miracles of the Papists, Jthe Homily 
says— 

* The scriptures have for a warning hereof shewed, that the king- 
dom OF ANTICHRIST shall be mighty in miracles and wonders to the 
strong illusion of all the reprobates.' And again, ' Such sumptuous 
decking of images with gold, silver, and precious stones, be a token 
of antichrist's kingdom, who, as the prophet foreshows, shall wor- 
ship God with such gorgeous things.' 

Sermon against Wilful Rebellion, Part v. — 

'After this ambition, [to be head of all the church, and lord of all 
kingdoms,] the Bishop of Rome became at once the spoiler an» 
DESTROYER both OF THE CHURCH, which is the kingdom of our Sa- 
viour Christ, and of the Christian empire, and all Christian king- 
doms, as an universaT tyrant over all.' 

* in king John's time, the Bishop of Rome, understanding the brute 
blindness, ignorance of God's word, and superstition of Englishmen, 
and how much they were inclined to worship the Babylonian 
BEAST OF RoHit, aiid to fear all his threatenings and causeless 
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went to the stake, and offered their bodies to the 
burning flames of martyrdom. It was the very bayo- 

cursings, he abused them thus, and by their rebellion brought this 
noble realm of England under his most cruel tyranny.* 

The Church of Scotland. 

CONFBSSION or VAITH : — 

' There is n6 other Head of the Church than the Ix)rd Jesus Christ, 
nor can the Pope of Rome be in any sense the Head thereof ; but is 
that antichrist, that man of sin and son of perdition, that extdteth 
himself in the church against Christ, and all that is called God.* Ch. 
XXV. s. 6. 

The Church of Irblavd. 

Articles of the Irish Church : — 

* 80. The Bishop of Rome is so far from being the supreme Head of 
the Universal Church of Christ, that his works and doctrine do plain- 
ly discover him to be that Man of Sin foretold in the Holy Scriptures, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and abo- 
lish with the brightness of his coming.' 

The Government of Britain. 

Declaration against Popery -. made by the King, in the presence of 
the Houses of Parliament. 

' I do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, testif>' and 
declare, that 1 do believe, that in the sacrament of the Lord's supper, 
there is not any transulMStantiation of the elements of bread and wine 
into the body and blood of Christ, or after the consecration thereof 
by any person whatsoever. And that the invocation and adoration 
of the Virgin Mary, or any other saint, and the sacrifice of the Mass, 
as they are now used in the Church of Rome, are superstitious and 
IDOLATROUS. And I do solemnly, in the presence of God, profess, 
testify, and declare, that I do make this declaration, and every part 
thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the words read unto me as 
they are commonly understood by English protestants, without any 
evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation whatsoever, and with- 
out any dispensation already granted me for this purpose by the Pope, 
or any other person or authority whatsoever; or without any hope 
of any such dispensation from any person or authority whatsoever; 
or without thinking that I am or can -be acquitted before God or 
man, or absolved of this declaration, or any part thereof, although 
the Pope, or any other person or persons, or power whatsoever, 
shall dispense with or annul the same, or 'declare that it was null 
and void from the beginning.' 

The various clauses of this declaration are very instructive, as ma- 
nifesting the shifts and sophistries by which Papists, with all deceiv- 

ablenets (cnrari} deceitfulness) qfvnrighteoumeu have sought to evade 
the simple, plain truth and corrupt the honesty of an upright mind. 

Private or Individual Testimony. 

Cranmer, in his book on the Sacrament — 

After showing that Christ ' made a sacrifice and oblation of his own 
body upon the cross, which was a full redemption and satisfaction 
for the sins of the whole world,'— he adds, ' But the Romish Anti- 
christ, to deface this great benefit of Christ, has taught that his sacri- 
Oce apoa the croaa is not sufficient hereunto, without another sacrifice 
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net >vith which they charged and overthrew the 
armies of the enemy. Now this has been too much 

devised by him, and made by the priest ; or else without indulgrences, 
beads, pardons, pilgrimages, and sach other pelfray, to supply Christ's 
impeifection. ♦ *• * 

* O heinous blasphemy and most detestable injury against Christ ! 
O wicked abominations in the temple of Grod I O pride intolerable of 
Antichrist, and most manifest token of the son of perdition, extolling 
himself above God, and with Lucifer exalting his seat and power 
above the throne of Grod ! For he that taketh upon him to supply 
that thing which he pretend to be imperfect in Christ must needs 
make himself above Christ, and so very Antichrist.' 

Cranmbr, at the stake — 

' As for the Pope, I refuse him as Christ's enemy and the Antichrist, 
with all his false doctrine.' 
Latimkr, in prison, before his martyrdom — 

* What fellowship hath Christ with Antichrist? Therefore it is not 
lawftil to bear the yoke with the Papists. Come forth from among 
them, and separate yourselves from them, saith the Lord.' 

RiDLBv, in his farewell letter, before he suffered — 
' The see of Rome is the seat of Satan, and the bishop of the same, 
Uiat maintaineth the abominations thereof, is Antichrist himself in- 
deed. And for the same causes, this see at this day is the same which 
St. John calls, in his Revelation, Babylon, or the whore of Babylon, 
and spiritually, Sodom and Egypt, the mother of fornications an<l 
abominations upon earth.' 
Again, in his Lamentation for the Change of Religion, he says — 

* What city is there in the whole world that, when John wrote, ruled 
over the kings of the earth ? or what city can be read of, in any time, 
that, of the city itself, challenged the empire over the kings of the 
earth, but only the. city of Rome, and that since the usurpation of that 
see, has grown to her full strength i ' 

Bradford, in a letter to Lady Vane — 

' The usurped authority of the supremacy of the bishop of Rome is 
undoubtedly that great Antichrist, of whom the apostles do so much 
admonish us.* 

In his Sermon on ths Lord's Supper— 

Mt is a plain sign of Antichrist to deny the substance of bread and 
■wine to be in the Lord's Supper after consecration ; for in so doing, 
and in granting transubstantiation, the property of the human nature 
of Christ is denied ; for It is not of the human nature, but of the divine 
nature, to be in many places at once. Now grant transubstantiation, 
and then Christ's natural body must needs be in many places, which 
is nothing else but to confound the two natures in Christ, or to deny 
Christ's human nature, which is the self same thing, St. John says, to 
deny Christ to be come in the flesh.' 

Jkwell, on 2 Thess. ii. 4. — 

'Thus the apostle speaks of Antichrist, he is the man of sin and the 
son. of perdition.' He then, in a long series of particulars, applies the 
description given in this prediction to the Pope, dwelling especially 
on his pretences of belonging to Christ, and serving Christ.' 

Hooper, in his Declaration of Christ — 

' The very properties of Antichrist, I mean of Christ's great and 
principal enemy, are so openly known to all men that are not blinded 
with the smoke of Rome, that they know him to be the Beast that 
John describes in the Apocalypse, as well as the logicians know 
that * man is distlDguished from other animals by the faculty of 
laughter.' » 
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departed from, in modern days. Grotius and Hanr- 
mond led the way, and several Protestants since 

Bishop Hooper has many cautions and solemn warnings agrainst a 
a pecaliar temptation in Mary's reigrn, for those, in principles Pro- 
testants, to conform to Popery in practice, and attend the mass. He 
compares it to a wife's adultery. He says, ' Beware of foolish and 
deceitful collusion to think a man may serve God in spirit secretly to 
his conscience, although outwardly, with his body and bodily pre- 
sence, he cleave, for civil order, to such rites and ceremonies as now 
be used contrary to Ood and his word. Be assured that whatsoever 
be be that giveth this counsel, shall be before God able to do you no 
more profit than the fig-leaves did unto Adam.' 

Bishop Hooper also frequently gives the name of Antichrist to 
Popery, speaking of * the synagogue of Antichrist^' • Antichrist's 
tyranny,' and ' Antichrist and his damnable religion,' ' the Pope the 
capital enemy of Christ and his religion.' 

Frith, annexed to a work, called ' The Revelation of Antichrist,' 
an antithesis contrasting the acts of Christ and the Pope, in seventy- 
seven Particulars. 

TVNDALK, — 

' The Jews look for Christ, and he is come fifteen hundred years 
ago, and they not aware : we also have looked for antichrist, and he 
has reigned as long, and we not aware : and that because either of 
us looked carnally for him, and not in the place where we ought to 
have sought. The Jews had found Christ verily, if they had sought 
him in the law and the prophets, whither Christ sendeth them to 
seek. John v. We also had spied out antichrist long ago, if we had 
looked into the doctrine of Christ and his apostles, where, because 
the beast sees himself now to be sought for, he roars.' 

FULKB,— 

* Paul, (2 Thess. ii.) speaking purposely of antichrist says expressly, 
that he shall sit in the temple of God, which is the church of Christ. 
Now the pope sits in the midst of the temple of God, and boasts him- 
self to be God, challenging unto himself such authoiity as is proper 
only unto God, and usurping such honour as is peculiar unto God. 
Therefore not in heathen emperors, nor in Mahomedans, is the pro- 
phecy accomplished.' 

Testihonibs before the Reformation. 

The Waldrnses (from the Testimony of Reinerius Saccho, in 
1254,) asserted ' that the Romish church is not the church of Jesus 
Christ, but a church of malignants, and that it apostatized under Syl- 
vester—and that the Church of Rome is the harlot in the apocalypse.' 

The Albioenses (from the testimony of the Book of Sentences, or 
Register of the Proceedings of the Inquisition from 1307 to 1323, from 
the sentence of Peter Auterius, an eminent Albigensian.)— • The Ro 
man church you impudently call the mother of fornication, the 
church of the devil, the synagogue of Satan, which Is in fact the mo. 
ther and mistress of all the faithful ; all whose degrees and orders, 
and its laws and statutes, you malign by your impertinent false- 
hoods. And on the other hand, you caU all those who hold its faith 
heretics and misled persons, and wickedly and impiously teach, that 
none can be saved in the faith of the Roman Church.' 

C am indebted to Mr. Maitland's Facts and Documents for these 
extracts. 

The Reformers referred to the Fathers, as strengthening their test! 
moDjTj thus— 
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have avowed it. It appears to me a serious deparr 
tare from the principles of the reformation, and as 
will be seen by the note below, from the principles 
of tiie church of England, as set forth in oar Homi- 
lies, and from other Protestant churches. 

Another great principle brought oat at the reforma- 
tion was A DECIDED TESTIMONY TO THE IDOLATRY OF 

POPERY. One of our own Homilies is a noble monu- 
ment of learning and testimony against this idolatry. 
If the second commandment be the word of God, and 
testifies what is idolatry, and every Christian believes 

MuscvLUs, refering to Bernard's calling a pope the ' Man of Sin,' 
says, * No man can charge us that we be the first that have referred 
the same unto the head of the most corrupt clergy, I mean Simon of 
Rome.' 

Martyr also states— 

* Pope Gregory says whosoever will arrog^ate this title of Universal 
Bishop, or Head of the Church, to himself, is Antichrist. But the 
pope challenges unto himself this title, wherefore the Papists must 
hear it with an indifferent mind if we call the pope Antichrist.* 

Tbstimont ov Forbion Rsformkrs. 

LVTHBR*^ 

*Whosoever is seriously affected with piety will fly most swiftly from 
that Babylon, and will dread even hearing the name of the papacy. 
FOr so great is its impiety and abomination, that no one can reckon it 
up in words, nor can it be seen "but with sphritual eyes. 

' llie vicar is in the place of an absent chief,— what is such a vicar 
but Antichrist. 

' I know and am certain that the papacy is the kingdom of Babylon.* 

ZuiNOLius, on 2 Thess. ii. (answering the papal application of it to 
the Protestants,) says — 

' Let our doctrine be examined, and it will appear that they are 
^slae. We preach Jesus Christ and him crucified, and that he is the 
only Reconciler and the only succour of man, but the Papists preach 
the Pope, the Antichrist, whom here Paul so accurately describes.' 

Mblancthon — 

* Since it is most certain that the pontiffs and monks have forbidden 
marriage, it is most manifest, and without any doabt true, that the 
Roman pontiff, mith his whole order and kingdom, is the very 
AnUchrist.' 

Calvin— 

* The Papists have imagined an Antichrist who would harass the 
church for three years and a half. But all the notes by which the 
Spirit of Gkxl designates Antichrist clearly appear in the pope ; bat 
that three years Antichrist keeps the foolish Papists engaged, lest 
seeing they should see. 

CECOLAMPADIUS— 

' Qod is jealous and suffers not that his servants should draw in the 
yoke with Antichrist. He has no part with Belial and with darkness. 
Now we learn that through fear of persecution, you so dissemble 
your faith and conceal it, as to communicate with the unbelievers, 
and to partake in the abominations of the masses, in which yon are 
aware that the death and passion of Christ ase b\3a&v^<%i'^^? 
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this, nothing can be plainer than the fact that the 
worship of images and pictures of our Lord, and of 
the Virgin, and of the saints, and of the host is real 
idolatry. Bishop Stillingfleet has fully proved this> 
in his work on the idolatry practised in the church 
of Rome, A few years back, not only the king and 
members of corporations, but every member of. par- 
liament had to testify that * the invocation and adora- 
tion of the Virgin Mary, or any other saint, and the 
sacrifice of the mass as they are now used in the 
church of Rome are superstitious and idolatrous/ 
This protest has bieen given up, this testimony against 
idolatry has been relinquiished, and it is a departure 
from the principles of the reformation. 

To have brought upon our country troubles and 
afflictions from the papists, and to have endangered 
the established church of these realms, that noblest 
monument of wisdom and piety, that firmest earthly 
bulwark of the protcstant faith through the world, 
that most scriptural public confession of Christ on 
the earth, confirmed with the blood of witnesses, 
realizing in their simple faith and love unto death in 
the flames of persecution, the primitive martyrs of 
the Church, are serious evils. But there is a more 
serious evil still. The ruin of immortal souls with- 
out, number may be connected with perverting the 
gospel. And while souls are ruined, O how tremen- 
dous to h^ve occasioned that ruin ! The awful ana- 
thema, not of a mere assembly of earthly carnal men, 
like that of Trent, whose curse causeless shall not come, 
but of the great God himself, is distinctly pronounced 
against those who preach another gospel, seeking 
the favour of men and not of God. (Gal. i. 7 — 10.) 
May God Almighty awaken all our minds to an ade- 
quate sense ofthe evil ofa sinful departure from God's 
truth, by which we are not only bringing down his 
judgments on ourselves and our country, but dis- 
honouring his great name, and being unfaithful to 
souls bought with the blood of his Son. The first 
step in our recovery is to be deeply sensible of these 
evils, and to acknowledge them before God and man ; 
and then to seek from God that large gift of his 
Spirit which will first discover to us personally the 
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things of Christ for our own salvation, and thus 
enable us to testify them efi'ectaally to others. 

The peaceful, almost unprotested against, and en- 
larged circulation, for a series of years, of such un- 
sound and anti-protestant works as those which have 
been noticed, furnishes a painful token that the doc- 
trine there given, has been too much in accordance 
with the general sentiments of the roost influential 
persons in our country ; and leads to the sad conclu- 
sion which indeed may be gathered from a variety of 
sources, that we have, as a protestant church, depart- 
ed largely from the standing of our protestant fore- 
fathers, on the grand doctrine of revelation -^salvation 
only in the name of Jesus. 

If there has been then in our avowed instruction, 
as manifested in leading societies and influential 
bodies of men, such a decay of protestant principles; 
if it may hence reasonably be estimated that our no- 
blemen and our senators ; our great landed proprietors 
and our freeholders, have not bad fully and generally 
brought before them that which was the glory of 
the Reforqiation, the distinct announcement of the 
pure und unadulterated *' good tidings of a free sal- 
vation in Christ Jesus,'' are our present difficulties 
to be wondered at ? That there is no general ade- 
quate sense of the value of the pure principles of 
our protestant establishment, and that our legislators 
are easily induced to withdraw our former barriers 
and securities against popery, and even to give ac- 
tual support to papal institutionS| are natural conse- 
quences of our ceasing fully to announce the ever- 
lasting gospel. 

These may be considered as the principal causes 
and indications of the progress of popery. But 
there are various lesser causes which derive, indeed, 
their chief power to be injurious from our loss of 
Protestant principles. 

The removal of the disabilities from papists, has 
taken the national brand from popery, and given up 
the legislative confession of Protestantism. It has 
brought the papists into our .legislature, and has so 
gagged and restrained Protestants that their mouths 
are necessarily shut, as to a frank, open and fall 

E 1 
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declaration of the apostacy. Whether it be from 
refinemeat of oiaoDers, unwilliDgness to hurt the 
feelings of others, from infidelity, or its daughter liber- 
alism, Protestants have their mouths closed on popery, 
as antichristian and idolatrous. 

The influx of foreign papists into this country, as 
a refuge from the revolutions and convulsions of 
papal kingdoms has been very considerable. In 
France there has been a double revolution, from both 
of which the Roman priests fled to England. In 
Spain and Portugal again and again commotions 
and revolutions have driven the priests away ; many 
have rem'ained here, and we received them kindly 
as we ought to have done, but they have difi'used 
their peculiar tenets among us. 

The increased intercourse which we have had 
with the Continent in the last twenty years' peace, 
has led to much of this evil. English families have 
been settled in papal countries, children have been 
sent to foreign schools, travellers have attended 
papal worship, and continued familiarity has dimi- 
nished that disgust which the first sight of the 
pageant and idolatries of Rome so justly excited. 
Error and vice are naturally contaminating and 
difi*usive in our fallen world ; truth and holiness 
require for their origin and maintenance divine 
power. 

While popery is thus progressive, let us survey 

also OUR SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES iN CONTENDING WITH 

IT, in this day. There are difficulties from without, 
and difficulties from within. 

Those from without arise from its intima'Ye con- 
nection WITH THE politics of THIS WORLD. It IS 

so interwoven with State matters, that it is difficult 
to bear testimony against it without being suspected 
of political motives. Popery wonderfully adapts 
itself to every kind of Government. It can be 
monarchical, aristocratic, or democratic: despotic 
or conservative, liberal or radical, just according as 
circumstances require for its advancement in the 
countries where it is .situated. In this country, if 
we attack popery, we are supposed to be defending 
one pturty in politics and attacking another. The 
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state of Ireland, and the desi^s respecting the 
Established Chareh, favoured by the papists and 
carried on by one party in politics as their line of 
action, have increased the difficulty of shewing our 
disinterestedness as Christians,* and the high and 
ispiritual motives affecting only the glory of God, and 
the salvation of souls which actuate real Christians. 

Its intimate connection in this country also with 
men of democratic or Infidel principles is a serious 
difficulty. The master monster of the last days 
appears to be democratic infidelity, the beast without 
crowns on the horns, (Rev. xvii.) bhuphemers, (2 Tim* 
3.) walking after the lusts of the fleshy despising govern^' 
mentSj speaking great swelling words of vamtg^ promising 
liberty while they themselves are the servants of corrupt 
tion, scoffers, (2 Peter iii^ mockers, walking after 
their own ungodly lusts. (Jude 18.) On this beast 
the Harlot rides, to her last triumph when she is 
drunken with the blood of the saints. (Rev. xvii. 3.) 
We appear to be opposing the enlightened spirit of 
the age, and the freedom of our country, when we are 
opposing the power and influence of Antichrist, and 
we must be content to be evil spoken of, leaving 
ourselves to him thai judges righteously* 

Another difficulty is, that some of those once at 
the greatest distance from popery, have joined with 
papists for the overthrow of the Established Church : 
I mean our dissenting brethren. Some of them have 
so mingled themselves up with politics, as to fancy 
now, that it is a part of true religion to overthrow 
a protestant Established Church, and that they are 
justified in uniting with Antichrist for this purpose. 
While they charge Establishments with bringing 
the Reformation to a stand, and being the grana 
cause of the corruption of the religion ; a deputation 

1 The Christiaii sentiment of the Archbishop of Canterbury on this 
point at the meetingr, Decembers, 1835, should be generally known.—' 

' It is my earnest desire that on the present occasion we should 
allow no political feeling to mix its^ up with our sympathy for the 
afBictions of our brethren. At the same time I must say, that as a 
Protestant and a Protestant deeply responsible, I cannot but regard 
the Clergy of Ireland as men who are suffering on account of the 
faith which they profess. It is natural that this consideration shooM 
have great weight on our minds, and operate as a stimulative to our 
XbiraUty.' 
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will go from their body to a leading papist to solicit 
his help in promoting what they call religions liberty. 
O that those who love Christ among the dissenters, 
may every where feel the strength of the Bible testi- 
mony against popery as the great whore, seated on 
the seven hills, that great city, which in the days of 
the Apostle reigned over the kings of the earth ; and 
not confound lesser differences and evils, with the 
mystery of iniquity and the mother of harlots and 
abominations of the earth. 

But the greatest difficulty in contending with 
popery, is, its extreme adaptation to the corruption 
of our fallen nature. It has that wherewith it can 
meet every desire of the natural man, and soothe 
every anxiety about the soul ; for the literate it has 
prodigious stores of learning ; for the illiterate it 
has its images, pomps, and shews; for the self- 
righteous, it has its innumerable ways of external 
service — for the most devout it has its unceasing 
prayers ; for the musician, it has the most exquisite 
chaunts and anthems; for the painter the most splendid 
efforts of human art ; for the imaginative, all the 
visions of fancy, its gloomy cloisters, lights, and pro- 
cessions, and incense, and beautiful churches with 
painted windows : and priests with splendid gar- 
ments and varied dresses. To quiet the consciencCt 
it has doctrines of human merit and works of super- 
erogation ; to alarm the indifferent it has fears of 
purgatory; to raise the priesthood, they can make a 
little flour and water into a god, and will themselves 
worship what they make. To give ease to the con- 
science of the man of the world, and the lover of 
pleasure, each sin has its indulgence and penance. 
All men at times are under fears of God's wrath ; 
their conscience is touched, they are in anxiety, and 
at such times popery comes in and gives them a sop, 
that satisfies for the moment, and sends them into 
the sleep of death. It covers every lust, it calms 
every fear. It is the devil's cunning device of twelve 
hundred years' growth, for leading countless myriads 
to perdition. Let us not he ignorant of his devices. 

Such are our difficulties from without, in contend- 
jug- wjtb popery. The difficulties from within are 
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principally what have heen noticed as the causes 
of the growth of popery. Of these the chief is Cor- 
t'upted Protestantism. Though there has been an 
extended revival of real religion, we have very far 
fallen from pur original standing as protestants. 
Was the church of England, everywhere, in its 
ministry, as clear in preaching the glorious gospel 
of the graee of God, as it is in its articles, prayer 
book, and homilies, and the writings of its first refor- 
mers — were wc raised above the world, and sensitive 
of the glory of God and. the purity of his truth as 
tl^ey were — h^d we tbat remarkable spirit of faith, 
realissing God's love and rejoicing in him, which he 
gave to them — were i^alvation by grace our theme as 
it was theirs— then our chief internal difficulties 
would be surmounted; hut it is far otherwise. We 
have got deeply seated in our very principles of 
modern theology, that bitter root of popery, salvation 
by Works ; we are greatly secularized and settled 
in worldly habits ; we have fiercely contended among 
ourselves about minor points ; we have forgotten the 
state of the church of Christ as a despised, suffering, 
afflicted state, and that the portion of God's elect is 
bearing the cross now, that we may wear the crown 
hereafter. The providence of God . seems likely 
speedily to awaken us effectually out of tliis day- 
dream of worldly prosperity, and as usual the 
cross is coming to prove and manifest the truth of 
the revival wiiich God has also mercifully given. 

It is remarkable how exactly Satan has sought to 
establish his empire and overthrow the truth by the 
.like means in all ages. Luther in speaking on Gal. 
▼i. 6, — Let him that is taught in the word communicate 
to him that teacheth in all good t/ttn^«t— rspeaks of his 
once * wondering why the apostle should thus com- 
mand the churches so diligently to nourish' their 
teachers, seeing in popery all men gave abundantly ; 
but since the pure faith had been preached, he knew 
the canse why they had such abundance of good 
things heretofore, &nd now the pastors and ministers 
of the word do want, and the professors of the gospel 
are as -rich as sometimes Christ and. his apostles 
were. This is tfa6 lot of the gospel wtien It \& 
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preached, that not only no man is willing to give 
»ny thing for the finding of ministers and maintain" 
ing of scholars, but men begin to spoil, to rob, and 
to steal, and with divers crafty means one to beguile 
another.' And then, as almost with a prophetic eye, 
in a past history, giving us a type of what we have 
seen in oar day, in Ireland, he goes on — 

' Now we begin to understand how necessary this 
commandment of Paul. is, as touching the mainten- 
ance of the ministers of the chnrch. For Satan can 
abide nothing less than the light of the Gospel. 
Therefore when he sees that it begins to shine, then 
he rages, and goes about with all main and might to 
quench it. And this he attempted two manner of 
ways ; first by lying spirits and force of tyrants, and 
then by poverty and famine* But becanse be could 
not hitherto oppress the gospel in this country^ 
(praised be 6od) by heretics and tyrants, therefore 
he attempts to bring it to pass the other way, that is 
by withdrawing the livings of the ministefs of the 
word, to the end that Ihey being oppressed with 
poverty and necessity, should forsake the ministry* 
and so the miserable people being destitute of the 
word of God, should become in time as savage aS 
wild beasts. And Satan helps forward this horrible 
enormity by ungodly magistrates in the cities, and 
also by noblemen and gentlemen in the country, 
who take away the church goods, whereby the minis* 
ters of God should live, and turn them to wicked 
uses. These goods, says the prophet Micah i. 7, 
were gathered otit of the hire of the harlot^ and therw* 
fore to an harlot's hire shall they return. It is impoB-> 
sible that such as are godly indeed should suffer 
their pastors to live in necessity and penury. But 
forasmuch as they laugh and rejoice when their 
pastors suffer any adversity, and withhold their 
living, or give it not with such faithfulness as they 
ought, it is a plain token that they are worse than 
the heathen. But they will feel, ere it be long, what 
calamities will follow this unfaithfulness, for they 
shall lose both temporal and spiritual things ; for this 
sin roust needs be grievously punished.' 
TAe FALsn tfECi/RiTY in which the Protestant 
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Church has been resting is a most serious difficultj 
to which we are by no means yet awake. The vic- 
tories over popery at the Reformation and the * 
Revolution, the complete exposure of its idola*- 
try : the display of it as the antichrist at the 
reformation ; and of its contradiction to the scrip- 
tures and to all just reason at the revolution,* and ^ 
a century's quiet since, have occasioned this false 
security. Our legislative protections one after 
another have been removed, and still we have not 
yet awakened from our fate security. And on what 
does this imagined security rest? On the enlightened 
spirit of the age ? surely we have not yet to learn 
that the world by wisdom know not God, On the 
substantial good sense of the mass of the nation ? 
surely we have forgotten the lesson — cease ye from 
mtm'—put not your trust in the son of man in whom there 
is no help. But if we think our security rests upon 
the word of God deposited with us, and his people 
residing among us, let the history of Israel speak 
volumes. When were there holier men than when 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel lived ? yet were the 
Jews carried captive to Babylon. When had the 
church a greater revival than in the first spread of 
the gospel from Jerusalem? yet w^s Jerusalem des- 
troyed by the Romans, because in both cases of the. 
abounding iniquity of the mass of the people. 

Our difficulties from papists will most probably 
very greatly increase. As the papists increase, they 
will get more political power^ and they are very 
subtle to use it. They very extensively already 
hamper and restrain the efforts of true Protestants, 

1 Keach, in his Treatise on Antichrii^ published in 1689, has 
marked a difference between the early and later defenders of the Re- 
formation. He begins his treatise tuns : * It is evident to all men 
who are of any rmuiingr, that most ot our eminent Protestant min* 
isterSy both andent and modem, do affirm, without the least doubt, 
that IJie Church of Rome is the great whore spoken of Rev. xviii. 
called Mystery, Babylon ; yet we find that most worthy men, who 
have of latter times so well defended the gospel, have not so much 
bent their study this way, as to detect divers or most of her erroneous 
principles and detestable practices ; which is rather to lop off some 
of the branches of this evil and cursed tseo, than to dig it up by the 
root ; for if it be clearly provec^ that she is the Great Whore, viz. 
Mystery, Babylon the Great, Mother of Harlots, the whole falls at 
once.* 
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and, ^here they can, injure and annoy them. In 
Ireland what a bitter-spirit they have manifested in 
depriving the Protestant clergy of their legal income i 
How easily, if the Lord permit, may this spiritvOf 
persecution rise and grow, and bring on ail the sfyt' 
ferings, through which the church may have to pft9s 

. in these last days. 

But having stated so distinctly oar difficulties, let 
us also notice the great advantages which God has 
given us in these days for our Christian warfare. 
The open manner in whieii the struggle is now com- 
menciiig, diminishes our difficalty. We know who 
yet remains the implacable enemy of God and man. 
His proceedings are such that we can make no mis- 
take. Had popery gained the advantages which it 
now has, in the days of the 1st, 2nd, or even 3rd 
George, there would not have been a spirit of religion 
diffused through the land to meet the eiiemy. But 
now there is a manifest revival of religion through 
our land, there has been such a large circulation of 
God's pure word, and such a diffusion of that-triie 
spiritual light, that popery has to make its way in a 
modified shape, and by very crooked paths. It» 
stir is the reaction of an attack ; the lion has been 
roused in its lair by the hunters, and compelled to 
sally forth ; but what injury- he may yet do, we know* 
not. It is a mercy that it is stiU permitted to us ta 
testify openly and act decisively against this long 
lasting foe of the gospel. 

Another advantage is, that tha removal of -all poli- 
tical disabilities from the papist, has served to mani- 
fest the real character of popery, and allows us also to 
speak with more openness and freedom than we 
perhaps ought to do towards a manacled oppolient. 
One after another of political disadvantagea • and 
brands have been removed from popery in this em- 
pire ; they have had a freedom given them perhaps 
unprecedented, ndt merely in protestant, -but in. 
papal countries ; and what has been the effect? not 
corresponding returns of gratitude, but unceasing 
efforts to supplant and overthrow the religion of that 
country in which they gained these advantages, even 

tboagh there be the express oatb» ' I do hereby 
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disclaim, disavow, and solemnly abjure any intention 
to subvert the present church establishment as settled 
by law within this realm ; and I do solemnly swear 
that I will never exercise any privilege to which I 
am or may become entitled, to distarb or weaken the 
protestant religion or protestant government in the 
United Kingdom/ The conduct of many of the 
papists since, in unceasing agitation, and the system 
carried on by them for depriving the Irish clergy of 
their incomes, furnish a just illustration of what 
popery is, and tell us most distinctly to make no 
peace with Rome. The Bishop of London forcibly 
proved in his address of Dec. 3 last, that the ohjeet 
of the papists was to starve protestantism out of Ire- 
land : he said, * That is palpably the policy of those 
who have withheld their just dues from the clergy of 
the protestant church. I say, Gentlemen, that it is 
clearly their policy ; and I have a right to say so, 
because they have themselves avowed it. They have 
avowed it, not through any unauthorized organs, but 
through the most accredited channels ; and it is from 
day to day declared, by those who have a right to 
speak on behalf of large bodies of people in Ireland, 
that it is their determination to drive protestantism 
out of one of its — strong-holds, I was going to say, 
but the expression seems to be now scarcely applica- 
ble ; — and yet I will call it a strong hold ; for every 
branch of the catholic church, which holds the pure 
faith of the gospel, and dispenses it through an 
evangelical ministry, is a strong-hold of the truth ; 
and such is the church in Ireland : and therefore, as 
far as we can prevent it, under Divine Providence, 
protestantism shall not be driven out of Ireland by a 
system of blockade and starvation.' 

A conflict more arduous than the church of Christ 
has yet passed through seems then rapidly hastening 
on. Our advantages may hasten the last struggle. 
May we remember, that we conquer by suffering. Bad 
men's minds are too excited by evil principles on 
every side to rest ; and God forbid, that there should 
ever cease to.be among good men, those who will, at 
the extremest hazard, yes, and at the loss of fortune, 
worldly reputation, ease, and life itself, proclaim. the 
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only saving name of Jesas to dying men, and tbe 
vanity of every other foundation of hope. 

What then are the dutibs to which God now calls 
us as Protestants, at this time when we see so mani- 
festly that he is permitting popery to advance again 
amongst us? We shall see those duties more 
clearly, if we can ascertain the mind of Qod as t6 
this foul corruption of his gospel, and the character 
of those who protest against it. It appears from the 
Scriptures, as if there would be some last success 
before its fall, and then its final destrnction. 

With regard to this last success, many think the 
fkithful witnesses have not yet been slain as pre-> 
dieted, Rev. xi. But without entering into ques^ 
tionable prophecy, it is clear from various predie- 
tions, that sufierings, some of which are connected 
with Popery, precede the latter day glory of tbe 
Church. The last view of popery before its fall, is 
in the attitude of triumph; the whore is riding en th4 
beast arrayed in purple and scarlet, deched with gold 
and precious stones and pearls^ having a golden cup in 
her hands. Rev. 17. In Daniel xii. 10, we read among 
tbe last things, many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried, but the wicked shall do wickedly. In Rev. 
vii, the saints are described as coming to their glory, 
out of that which is emphatically the great tribulation. 
In Rev. xiv. 12, 13, the patience of the saints and the 
dead in the Lord, are mentioned in immediate con- 
nection with the fall of Babylon, and the gathering 
of tbe harvest to the heavenly gamer. In Rev. xvi. 
14, the gathering to battle is connected with the 
coming of tbe Lord as a thief. In Rev. xvii. 14, 
the boms make war with the Lamb. 

The beast on which Popery rides, had been men- 
tioned twice before, and with a remarkable difference 
each time. Tbe ist^ With tbe crowns on the heads, 
pointing out the first or Pagan state of the Roman 
Empire ; — ^The 2rid, with the crowns on the horns, 
pointing out the second or papal state of the empire, 
and the 3rd, without crowns, either on heads or 
horns, pointing out the democratic form of that 
(empire. On the beast, in this state, popery rides, 
di'rectiDg it tor 9L season in its last work; and how 
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awfal is the descriptioii of the whore in this attitude, 
drunken with the blood of the saints, and the blood oj 
the martjfrs of Jesus. We may yet have from popery 
and democracy in union, a more fierce persecution 
than the Church of Christ has yet endured, one, as 
Cecil puts it, ' general, bitter, purifying, cementing/ 

But popery with all its allies and followers, is 
doomed to final and spbedy destruction. It 
has long been consuming by the word of God, but 
it has yet to receive its finsJ overthrow. There are 
two parts of this overthrow ; — 

First, Democracy ; the ten horns without crowns, 
or the kingdoms of the Roman Empire in its last 
state, are described as making her desolate. The 
ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall 
hate the whore, and shall make her desolate, and naked, 
and shall eat herfiesh, and bum her with fire. Some- 
thing of the beginning of this we have probably 
already seen in France, Spain, and Portugal. 

But the great and final destruction is at the 
COMING OF the Iiord. The testimony of St. Paul 
here is above all exception ; (2 Thess. ii. 8.) speak- 
ing of the Man of Sin, he says, then shall that wicked 
he revealed, wkom the Lord shall consume with tlie 
spirit of his mouth, and destroy with the brightness of 
his coming. That coming, in the writer's view, can be 
nothing less than the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and our gathering together unto him, mentioned in the 
first verse of the chapter, and the revelation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ from heaven with his mighty angels 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus, 
mentioned in the former chapter. It is the time in 
short, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe, O awfully 
glorious, and quickly approaching day of Christ ! 
infinitely desirable to his people ! infinitely terrible 
to his enemies ! the Lord himself prepare us and 
make us ready for it. 

But what, in the mean time, are the duties of 
the faithful witnesses for Christ? He will ever 
have his faithful witnesses, the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against his church. Their character 
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is, that they have the Father's name written on their 
foreheads; the divine likeness is imparted to them 
foy the Holy Spirit ; this likeness marks their love, 
parity, holiness, mercifulness, and righteousness ; 
they are not defiled with women, they are free from 
that spiritual whoredom or idolatry, which marks 
the papacy, and they follow the Lamb whithersoever he 
goes, not swayed by human authority, but by the 
leadings of the Divine Redeemer; they hear his 
Toice and they follow him ; his word is their law, 
and his Spirit their guide* O how difficult to attain 
this character amidst all the temptations of this evil 
world ! 

The duties of the faithful witnesses by which they 
approve their fidelity to Christ our Lord, in these 
trying times, are generally such as follow : 

Prayer and Watchfulness. The scriptures very 
much insist on these things, with reference to these 
very days. Matt. xxiv. 42; xxv. 13. Mark »ii. 
33 — 35. Luke xxi. 16. Watch ye, therefore, and may 
that ye may he accounted worthy to escape all titese things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of 
Man. The Reformers were eminently men of prayer. 
How striking the testimony to Luther, 'Not a day 
passes in which he does not employ in prayer, at 
least three of his very best hours.' Similar is the 
testimony to Latimer — * In prayer he was fervently 
occupied, wherein,^ oftentimes, he continued so long 
kneeling that he was not able to rise without help.' 
Here was the secret of their firmness in stemming 
the flood of wickedness, and the root of that success 
which God gave them over popery.* 

Entire devotedness to God, as it is the genuine 
effect of the Protestant principles of our free salva- 
tion, truly received through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, so it is the special duty and safety of these 
days; I say safety on that statement of our Lord, 
Whosoever will save his life shall lose it, but whosoever 
will lose his life for my sake shall save it. Gospel 
principles bring us to a complete surrender of our- 

1 In the Litany of Edward the Sixth's days, this clause was added. 
' after piivy conspiracy, ' From the tyranny of the bishop of Rome and 
m^ bis detestable eaormitieB,* good Lord deliver us. 
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selves as a livinff sacrifice unto God* (Rom. xii. 1.) 
Nothing sbort of this is Christianity, and nothing but 
beiieTing the death of God's only Son for our sins» 
can really raise the heart in joyful love to this state. 
This was the spirit of our Reformers. When Ridley 
vFas told, by his renegade chaplain. West, he must 
*• either agree or burn,' he wrote (8th April, 1554) an 
answer of beautiful simplicity and devotedness. (See 
Godly Letters of Martyrs, page 40, 41.) In this he 
says, Mt is a goodly wish that you wish me, deeply 
to consider things pertaining unto God's glory, but 
if you had wished also, that neither fear of deaths 
nor hope of worldly prosperity, should hinder me 

from MAINTAINING God's WORD, AND HIS TRUTH, 
WHICH IS HIS GLORY AND TRUE HONOUR, it WOUld 

have liked us well. * ♦ * * j esteem nothing 
available for me which will not further the glory of 
God. * * ♦ I know the Lord's words must be 
verified in me ; that I shall appear before the incor- 
rupt Judge, and be accountable to him for all my 
former life. And although the hope of his mercy is 
my sheet anchor of eternal salvation, yet I am per- 
suaded that whosoever wittingly neglects and regards 
not to clear .his conscience, he cannot have peace 
with God, nor a lively faith in his mercy.' It is an 
affecting factj that West's a postacy (though covered 
over with pretended religion) could give him no 
peace. After receiving the bishop's letter, he pined 
away with grief and remorse, and presently died. 
(See Ridley's Life of Ridley.) There is no lasting 
safety but in God's love being so believed as to lead 
us to entire devotedness, and, blessed be God, this is 
our happiness as well as our safety. It is the loss of 
genuine Protestant principle that has occasioned the 
loss of this devotedness, and has made formal Pro- 
testantism, wherever it be, a dead letter as to any 
power and influence. The Holy Spirit gives us, in 
a believing view of God's glory, as displayed in the 
death of Jesus on the cross for u^, the same mind 
that God has ; we love what he loves, liate what he 
hates, have one end with him, and are wholly his : 
thus to know him, to be like him, to glorify him, 
and to enjoy him, is our happiness, now and for 
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ever. Beholding as in a glwi the glory of the Lordt 
we are changed into the same image from glory to glory, 
even ashy the Spirit of the Lord, 

Knowledge of the pecularities of popery, and 
of THE scriptural answers to them is another duty 
in this day. The great peculiarity is the artfally 
sustained system, salvation by works of man, under 
the mask of salvation by grace through faith ; all 
other parts of the apostacy flow from this evil foun- 
tain. Cramp's text book of popery will shew you 
their accredited principles; and to meet all that 
they can bring, you will find ample materials in 
Bishop Jeweirs Defence of his Apology, in Arch- 
bishop Usher's Answers to a Jesuit (just repub- 
lished, at the Cambridge University Press), Beders 
Letters to Wads worth, Bishop Hall's No Peace 
with Rome, and Bp. Gibson's Preservative against 
Popery, and above all, as full of the sweet spirit of 
the gospel of Christ, in Fox's Book of Martyrs. The 
Protestant memorial, by my friend Hartwell Home, 
is also a most valuable little compendium of infor* 
matidn. A full knowledge of the Bible, and espe- 
cially of the Epistles to the Romans, Galatians, 
Timothy, and the Thessalonians, and of the Revela- 
tion, will furnish the infallible answer to all that 
popery can say. Let us never be drawn from the main 
bulwark of Protestantism, the sufficiency of the 
scriptures. (2.Tim, iii. 15— 17.) The selections from 
the works of the Reformers, given in the volume to 
which these remarks are introductory, may shew^ou 
the scriptural foundations of Protestantism. 

Confession of Christ is a duty at all times ; 
whosoever shall confess me before men, him will 1 also 
confess before my father which is in heaven ; but who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 
before my Father which is in heaven. Matt. x. 32, 33. 
O may this awakening and encouraging motive 
powerfully impress all our minds at this time. May 
we ourselves be taught, by the Spirit, the things of 
Christ, and have thus clear views of salvation by 
grace in all its riches, freeness, fulness, and extent ; 
a Salvation for sinners as ample as, the world, trea- 
sared up in Jesus for all men, and received and 
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enjoyed by simple faith in the divine testimony, a 
faith filling as with joy and peace in the yery act of 
believing God's precious promises concerning Christ 
our Saviour. The first Christians overcame the pagan 
persecutors, % the blood of the Lamb and the word of 
tJieir tettimony, and we shall overcome, in these days, 
by similar means. '* Witnesses'^ is the very name of 
our character and office till our Lord returns, and 
our testimony is, We have seen and do testify that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

To TAKE HEED TO THE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY, 

is another general duty of these days. The command 
is given positively ; ye have also a more sure word 
of prophecy^ whereunto ye do well that ye take heed. The 
neglecters of it are called scoffers, saying, Where is 
the promise of his coming ? the evil servant is described 
as thinking my Lord delayeth his coming ; the blessing 
on a due regard to prophecy, is repeated at the 
beginning and the end of the most difficult book of 
prophecy. (Rev. i. 3 ; xxii. 7.) O what Christian 
dare then throw slight and ridicale upon this study ! 
Say you it has led to all sorts of enthusiasm and 
extravagance of error ? But is it not one of Satan's 
devices, to discredit that which most tends to his 
overthrow ? It is our light in the darkness, (2 Peter 
i.) it is our comfort in the hour of sorrow. (1 Thessr 
iv. 14 — 18.) Hope, clearly developed in pro- 
phecy, is the very helmet of salvation in the 
battle, (1 Tbess. t. 8.) and the anchor of the soul 
in the tempest. (Heb. vi. 19.) Attend then to 
prophecy. 

Prophecy at this era, points out three special 
duties as incumbent on the Church of Christ, under 
the sublime imagery of three angels going forth 
from God. (Rev. xiv.) Let us notice the office of 
these angels. 

The first duty, is,tosENDTHE gospel through the 
WORLD. / saw another angel fiy in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, fear God 
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is 
come, and worship kim that modi heaven^ and eart^^ «<Mi 

1 
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the sea, and the fountains of waters. (Rev. xiv. 7, 8.) 
Id our day, and within the recollections of many yet 
surviving, we have seen this great work going on 
from small beginnings to a state that gives hope that 
Christians may yet awake to an adequate sense of their 
duty to the heathen. Withoutexcluding the great work 
of the Reformers from Wickliffe downwards, in trans- 
lating the Scriptures, and giving them to the people ; 
and the earlier efforts in Christian Missions of Eliot 
and Brainerd, the Christian Knowledge, Gospel Pro- 
pagation, Scotch and Moravian Missions ; it is, still, 
in our day, contemporary with the beginning of the 
judgments on papal kingdoms in the first French 
Revolution ; that efforts corresponding to the large- 
ness of the terms of the prediction, open, conspicuous, 
and universal, have been made. This work, remem- 
ber, precedes the hour of judgment on Antichristian 
kingdoms. It will be little aided by dead, nominal 
Christianity, but it is an enlarged means of confessing 
Christ through the world. This is the work in which, 
whatever- mixture of human infirmities they may 
have had, our chief Religious Societies are now 
engaged , and blessed be God, it is a work year by 
year increasing,* and which he has owned with the 
highest success, gathering his elect from every land 
into her Church. 

But let us see to it,*that it be the everlasting 
Gospel that we carry and make known both at home 
and abroad. A protcstant Minister asked a papist 
Why she did not attend the protestant church ? She 
replied, for three reasons ; because she heard nothing 
of Jesus Christ, found no worshipping congregation, 
and saw no connection between the Minister and peo- 

1 The following statement, (taken Arom the Missionary Register, a 
truly valuable work, which all who love the progress of the gospel 
should read,) exhibits .the progress of the income of the known 
Religions Societies in the Protestant churches in the' last thirteen 
years. About nine-tenths of this income is British. To God be all the 
glory t 
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pie. It is too true this has been the awful state of many 
a Dominally Protestant parish Church in our coun- 
try, and we see in it why popery has so grown ; and 
popery which does hold truth, though it be leavened, 
is better than such a formal dead Protestantism. Let us 
then take care what gospel we make known, re- 
membering the solemn, twice repeated curse, though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached, let him he 
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, if any 
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed* What that gospel is, is 
clear from repeated testimonies in the same epistle : 
The Lord Jcaui Christ gave himself for our sins, that 
he might deliver us from this present evil world, is its 
main doctrine, and this is clearly laid out in that 
most distinct statement of our free justification in 
him, knowing tliat a man is not justified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified 
by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law, 
for by the works of the law shall no fiesh be justified. 
Surely it must be felt, that a very different gospel to 
this has been preached extensively, and destruc- 
tive!}', over decayed protestant churches. 

And let us see to it, that this gospel is connected 
with that awful sanction the coming judgment, in 
which the Lord will discriminate between those who 
have received his grace, and the unbelieving and 
fearful of this world ; between those who serve him, 
and those who serve him not. 

The second duty is, to proclaim the fall of 
Babylov. And there followed another angel, saying, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she 
made all nations dnnk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication, (Rev. xiv. 8.) Here is the next impor- 
tant work of the Church, to tvhich it is of vast mo- 
ment that its energies should be now directed. 
While we feel, while we in every way shew love to 
the papists, and because we love them, therefore hate 
so much the chains which imprison them, the poison 
which destroys them, the unsound ship in which they 
are sinking, let us testify irrecooQileable e.i!L\^\^ "V^ 
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popery as man's bitterest foe, and doomed of God 
to certain and speedy destraotion. Let us more dis- 
tinctly shew that Rome is Babylon ; that it shall 
sorely, (twice is the fall mentioned to indicate the 
reality,) suddenly, (Rev. xviii. 8 — 10.) swiftly, (Rev. 
xvi. 19,) and for ever fall ; as a mill-stone cast into 
the sea, thus with violence shall that great city BahyUm 
be thrown down, and shall he found no more at all. 
(Rev. xviii. 21.) This is that offensive weapon, the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, that 
can alone meet all the sophistries of popery. Soft and 
polished words, arguments from reason, and power- 
ful eloquence displaying its inconsistency and ab- 
surdity, are valuable in their place, and very thank- 
ful we have to be for such advocates ; yet these no 
more penetrate the skin of the dragon, than straws 
do that of the crocodile. It is the word of the 
living God that is irresistible. May not God with- 
hold his full blessing from all that which, however 
it may be courteous to man, yet does not rise to the 
full testimony of his word ? Nor must we be stopped 
by unbelieving notions of charity. It is very remark- 
able how the heavenly Host are described as praising 
God for the fall of Babylon. I heard a great voice of 
much pedple in heaven, saying. Hallelujah, salvation and 
glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God, 
for true and righteous are his judgments ; for he hath 
judged the great whore which did corrupt the earth with 
her fornications, and hath avenged the blood of his ser- 
vants at her hand ; and God commands his people to 
rejoice in It, rejoice over her thou heaven, and ye holy. 
Apostles, and prophets^ for God hath avenged you of her. 
The causes of this joy are the removal of reproaches 
against the gospel, the dishonour put on our Lord, 
and the darkness, misery, and sin, entailed oa men 
by this apostacy. 

. The mode in which this duty is to be fulfilled is 
very varied. There are Religious Societies by 
which something may be done. And even the ex- 
travagance of rash zeal is better than the lukewarm- 
ness of modern protestants on this point. (Re¥. iii. 
15.) The Reformation Society is now active and 
useful, and has nothing to do with the politics oC 
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this world. Its * Protestant Joamal/ shoald be en- 
coaraged, and its useful short tracts and hand bills 
enable ministers ta meet the like methods of papists 
seeking: to spread poperj* The French Protestant 
Tract Society, and the European Missionary Society, 
famish us with doors of access to foreign papists, 
and justly claim support from us» 

Sermons against Popery well become us as 
ministers of the church of England. We are under 
that discipline which states in its very first canon« 
^ All ecclesiastical persons having care of souls, and 
all other preachers and readers of divinity lectures^ 
shall to the uttermost of their wit, knowledge and 
learning, purely and sincerely, without any colour 
or dissimulation, teach, manifest, open and declare, 
four times every year at the least, in their sermons 
and other collations and lectures, that all usurped 
and foreign power (forasmuch as the same has no 
establishment nor ground by the law of God) is for 
the most just eauses taken away and abolished/ ' 

1 The following circular of the Venerable Bishop of Salisbtuy 
suggests a suitable method of fulfilling this canon. 

To the Clergy qf the Diocem ofSaUdiury. 

Reverend Brethren«—Most cordially and readily do I assent to the 
Justice of the call which has lately been made upon us, as ministers 
and members of the Church of England, by some zealous friends of 
the Reformation, to co-operate with the members of a foreign Pro- 
testant Church, in expressing our gratitude to God, by commemorat- 
ing the blessing of the Reformation, and especially by distinguishing 
and celebrating, oti our part, the completion and publication of the 
first English translation of the Bible, on the 4th of October, 1535. 
There is another day, which evideatly deserves to be celebrated by us 
as the birth-day of our Reformation— the day on which was completed 
our emancipation by law from the foreign supremacy of the Pope — 
the 20th of March, 1534, on which the act passed, by which the power 
of the Pope in this country, and all connexion with Rome, were for 
ever abolished, and the supremacy of the King, in all causes ecclesi- 
astical and civil, within Ms dominions, was re-established. I say 
re-established, because, before the eleventh century, the English sove- 
reigns rejected with indignation the jurisdiction of the Church of Rome. 
"Hie supremacy of the King you are required, by the first canon of 
the church, publicly to declare and maintain to your cong^regations four 
times at least in every year. The 4th of October, therefore, and the 
20th of March, may well be appropriated as two of the days for our ob- 
servance of the canon. There are, besides, two other days in the year 
distinguished by events inthrnately connected with the great Protes- 
tant interests of our country, and consecrated in our Liturgy by 
special forms of prayer,— /A« King^e tuxestUm and the 5th tf Notmnber 
-"the former relating to the commencement of our present Protectant 
dynasty* and the latter to an indelible evidexkCft tkl \!ck& Xsisni^SSi^ v& 
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The preaching of Tercentenary Sermons, on the 4t1f of 
October 1835, was a commencement of a practice too 
important and too useful to be discontinued. Let 
our parishioners and congregations understand what 
the bitter root of popery is, that they may all join in 
the dying prayer of good King Edward the Vlth, 
' O my Lord God, defend this realm from papistry 
and maintain the true religion, that I and my people 
may praise thy holy name, for thy Son Jesus Christ's 
sake.' 

Publications acainst Popery may be multi- 
plied. O what a reproach is it to the protestant 
church of England that the vast body of information 

Popery to our Protestant religion and establishment— that religion 
and establishment, which the three powers of the realm are bound, 
by the most solemn oaths and engagements, to protect and maintain .* 
There are, thereft)re,/aMr days in the year, on which you may so fulfil 
the first canon of our church, as to combine with the observance of 
it, in your discourses, subjects of the deepest interest to us, as Chri»- 
tians, as Protestants, as ministers of the Church of England, and as 
loyal subjects, by inculcating to your congregations the truth of 
scripture, and the vanityoftrstditions,— the deliverance of our country 
from a Popish dynasty,— the inextinguishable hostility of Popery to 
our national institutions, — and the emancipation of our church from 
subjection to a foreign bishop, and from the idolatry, apostacy, and 
anti Christianity of his Church. 

The Protestant religion, the Protestant people, and Protestant 
wealth (whatever Papists may assert) are stUl the ascendants in the 
empire : and nothing but indifference to the blessings we enjoy ill 
the profession of our Protestant faith, and ing^titude to that gra- 
cious Providence which restored it in the siicteenth century, can 
ever enable Popery to regain ijx this country the domination which 
it once possessed here. Let Commemorative and Cotuervative A«fOCta- 
tions multiply ; be active, co-operative, and united, and it never will 
regain it. Let us be true.to the Protestant faith that we profess, and 
faithM to thfi Church of which we are members, and " the gates of 
hell," with all the powers of darkness, of error, and idolatry, " shall 
not prevail against it,*' or its doctrine. 

1 am. Rev. Brethren, 
Your faithful Friend and Brother in Christ, 

T. Sarum. 
Palace, Salisbury, July 1, 1835. 

* At the commencement of every Parliament, the members are 
summoned to their legislative duty by the king's writ, and are ex- 
pressly convened to * defend the church,' as well as * the state,* 
against imminent perils.* If certain persons are now, by a very 
strange anomaly, admitted into Parliament, from whom < peril ' to 
the church is especially to be apprehended, they must feel them, 
selves bound in conscience (if they consult their conscience), by 
the tenor of the King's writ, to ' defend the church ' of England 

And Jrel&ad } and, by their own declaration, to do nothing to its 

detriment or loss I 
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hnd evangelical tratb, full of the savour of Christ 
and the spirit of his gospel. Fox's book of Martyrs, 
should not have been republished since 1684. Nine 
editions appeared in the course of the preceding 120 
years, and not one full edition in the 150 subsequent 
years! It is hoped that this reproach will soon bo 
rolled away. But a series of other publications are 
greatly needed now, adapted to the present state of 
the world, such as Historical Tracts, giving authen- 
ticated accounts of the Inquisition all over the 
world ; pictorial as well as historical representations 
of what popery has really done ; — who can forget the 
influence of early looking at such representations of 
its cruelties in Fox's Martyrs. The martyrdoms 
recorded in Fox, Leger, &c. ; the history of Bartho-- 
lomew's Day in France, the cruelties of B*Alva in 
the Low Countries, furnish painfully ample mate- 
rials. To this evidence of fact, may be added 
modem information respecting popery, the difference 
between protestant and papal countries, even where 
contiguous, as in Switzerland ; a just display of the 
present state of Irish superstition, and contrasting it 
with Scotland. With these might be given facts 
shewing the effects of the pure protestant faith, and 
the present activity of protestant missions. To these 
historical facts, tracts containing Doctrinal state- 
ments drawn from the word of God, are now wanted ; 
such as popular expositions of the predictions in 
Daniel, 1 Tim. iv., 2 Thess. ii., and in Revelations 
respecting popery ; its true character exhibited from 
its own canons and catechisms, and their manifest 
opposition to the good tidings of great joy brought to 
us through Christ Jesus. 

To COUNTERACT THE machinatious of the Papists 
in our colonies is an immense duty lying upon this 
country. What is the real fact? a tide of population 
is pouring from these countries into our colonies, 
partly uneducated English, partly Irish catholics, 
generally with but little religion ; they go away from 
all the means of grace and the scriptural light of this 
country, and no provision, or most inadequate pro- 
vision, is made for their instruction. The papists 
are fully alive to this state of things, and are sendlnt^ 
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forth their missionaries east and west, north and 
south. Protestants should preoccupy the g^round^ 
and fill the field with wheat, that the enemy may be 
less able to introduce the tares. 

The third duty is to denounce God's wrath on 
ADHERENCE TO PoPERY. And the third ongel foUowed 
them, saying with a loud voice, if any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his foreheadk 
or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into 
the CUV of his indignation ; and he shall be tormented 
withjlre and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, 
and in the presence of the Larnb : and the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever : and they have 
HO rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his 
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name, 
(Rev. xiv. 9 — 11.) Observe who it is denounces this ! 
An angel from the Lord ; look at the strength of the 
statement, and say not in the spirit of modern infi* 
delity, miscalled liberalism, when men denoance 
God's wrath on adherence to the beast and his image ; 
^how can you be so uncharitable as thus to denounce 
wrath on millions of your fellow-creatures, and fel* 
low subjects ! ' The more they are, the more necessary 
it is to speak openly ; and the real charity, the true 
love to them is to believe God's word, and not mail's 
word, and to forewarn them most plainly of their 
danger and ruin, while in their present state. The 
Roman Bishop Milner may, with all sincerity, say, 
when speaking of our calling Rome the great harlot, 
* I shudder to repeat these blasphemies, and I blush 
to hear them uttered by my fellow Christians and 
countrymen ! ' but if our eyes have been opened to 
the enormities of popery, the shuddering will be at 
the danger of supporting such enormities, and th6 
blushing at belonging to them, and it will be found 
to be no blasphemy but the very truth, to testify this 
scriptural character of popery. The first enemy was 
so CHARITABLE as to say, Ye shall not surely die, O 
false charity, which brought ruin into our world! 
The real love was the love of the Creator, expressed 
in the words, In the day thou eatest thereof thou shah 
^sire/y die. 
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The Refonners felt this wrath so strongly, that 
hundreds of them cheerfully yielded their bodies to 
the burning flame rather than consent to popery. 
They wept over those who, rather than uodergo 
papal cruelties, went to mass with their bodies, 
though they abhorred the idolatry of its worship in 
their consciences. They put the wrath of God against 
the terrors of man, and willingly went through their 
sufifering and fiery trial, that we might have the 
gospel. The Lord give us, their successors, grace, 
if called thereto, to be equally faithful unto death* 
All the strength of this warning of the third angel, 
may soon be needed in this country, and nothing 
but the strong meat of the Bible and its powerful 
denunciations, can sustain the soul in the agonies of 
conflict with the powers of darkness. 

In conclusion, let us contemplate the glorious 
REWARD of the faithful witnesses for Christ. It is the 
joy to be attained hereafter that will make us endure 
the present cross ; it is the prize of our high calling that 
will stir us to run with undiminished ardour and un- 
wearied patience, the race that is set before us. Read the 
glowing account of the faithful who have been sealed 
by the angel, and of the company who have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, given in Rev. vii. Read the bright description 
of the same glorious sealed company, in chapter xiv. 
standing with the Lamb on Mount Zion, and doesf 
not your heart burn within you to be numbered with 
them ? Read of the happy company, of whom it iS 
said. Blessed are they which are called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, Observe how those with the 
Lamb, the King of hings and the Lord of lords, are 
called and chosen, and faithfuL See how the armies 
which were in heaven, follow the Rider upon the white, 
horse called Faithful and True, and the word of Godi 
each upon white horses clothed in fine linen white and 
dean. See the glories of their reign with Christ, in 
chapter xx. and the glories of the heavenly Jerusa^ 
lem, their everlasting abode, in chapter xx. and xxi« 
and of the Lord God giving them liaht, and their 
reigning for ever. These things are infallibly true, 
and. to come ; and Oh, does not your heart pant aftet 
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these glories ? We have diflScalt duties in this day, 
end the difficulties may, very likely, greatly increase, 
but we have a glorious prize in view*' May we fight the 
good fight offaith^ and lay hold on eternal life^ looking 
to the joyful hope of that crown of righteotLsness laid 
up for us, which the Lord the righteous Judge will give 
us, at his appearing^ and kingdom^ and not to us only, 
hut to all them that love his appearing* 



Tlie Author cannot close, without lifting up his 
heart in fervent prayer to the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, that we all, who love 
our Saviour Christ in sincerity^ may give our 
firm, constant, and unflinching protest against all 
those peculiar principles of popery which are de- 
veloped in the decrees and Canons of the Council 
of Trent, in the Creed annexed to it, in the 
Trent Catechism, and in the Roman Missal. May 
we protest against them as opposed to the pure 
doctrines of the word of God, so clearly stated in 
the Confessions of faith made at the Reformation ; 
may we protest against them as anti-christian and 
idolatrous, and manifesting that the Pope and the 
Church of Rome is that apostate and fallen Church, 
set forth in the Scriptures as the Man of Sin, and 
Babylon the Mother of Harlots. May we also have 
grace to protest against that falling away from the 
principles of our Protestant Reformers, which has 
been too manifest in the Protestant Churches, and 
by which they too have so largely returned to the 
false principles of popery, nrore or less maintaining 
justification by the works of man, and denying the 
grace of Christ: (Rom. xi. 6.) a falling away which 
leaves only a nominal Protestantism, but really the 
first principle and main root of popery. May we 
have grace distinctly to avow our conviction of the 
unutterable magnitude and importance, as it con- 
cerns the glory of the great God and the salvation of 
our fellow men, of maintaining in purity, simplicity, 
aad promineDce, those blessed truths that there is 
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none other name under heaven, given among men^ where- 
by we must he saved, but the name of Jesus, — that 
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ, — that we are complete in him, — who 
is made of God unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption. And may the Lord whom we 
thus confess before men, in the day of his appearing, 
confess us before his Father which is in heaven. 
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PRAYER 

IN BBHALF OF THB IRISH CHURCH, SUFFERING AFFLIC- 
TION AND PERSECUTION. 

O THOU, the God of all grace, who hast called us to 
thine eternal glory by Christ Jesus, forewarning us 
that we shall have to sufifer for well-doing, and 
instructing us to sympathize with those that suffer 
as fellow-members of one body ; we desire now, 
especially, to commend unto thee our brethren in 
Ireland, made to endure afflictions, because they 
belong to a church, which holds and confesses the 
truth as it is in Jesus. O Lord, guide, strengthen, 
comfort, and uphold them by thy faithful promises, 
the light of thy countenance, and the continual aid of 
the Holy Spirit ; and grant such grace to them, that 
they may boldly and constantly testify the word of 
thy grace, and that all their sufferings may work for 
thy glory, their good, and the furtherance of the Gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Seeing, also that thou hast commanded us not to 
render evil for evil, or railing for railing, but con- 
trarywise blessing ; knowing that we are thereunto 
called, that we should inherit a blessing, we pray 
for those who have injured us, that thou wilt have 
mercy upon them also ; and turning them from the 
error of their ways, bring them to see and rejoice in 
the light of thy truth, that with one accord we may 
together praise thy holy name. 

Deliver, O thou chief Shepherd of the sheep, thy 
flock every where, from its many enemies. O thou 
God of peace, that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, enable us to glorify thy name in all our 
afflictions, and after we have suffered, make us per- 
fect ; stablish, strengthen, and settle us through Jesus 
Christ, to whom with thee O Father, and thee O Holy 
Spirit^ three persons in One God, be glory and 
doau'oioD for ever and ever, ilmen. 
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PRAYER SUITED TO THESE TIMES. 

Almighty Father, whose name is love, and who hast 
so shewn thy love to the world, that thou gavest thj 
only begotten Son for our salvation ; we come to thee 
in the name of Him, who ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us. 

O Lord, we have been most unbelieving in thy 
word, and most unthankful for that great benefit — 
the good tidings of thy grace in Christ Jesus ; and 
now we see thine enemies and ours, endeavouring to 
darken that glorious light, and keep far from us all 
the comforts of thy great salvation. We deserve to 
lose that blessing which we have so greatly neglected. 
But, O God of all grace, pity us, spare us, and help 
us in our necessities. Pardon our sins, which are 
many and great, and for thine own name's sake, turn 
us again O God of Hosts, and cause thy face to shine, 
and we shall be saved. 

And, O Lord, seeing all things around us are 
disquieted and troubled, and there is no sure stand- 
ing for our feet but on that word which endureth for 
ever ; we pray thee to set our feet upon that rock. 
O let the word of Christ dwell in us richly in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding ; and grant, 
that we may meditate therein day and night. 
Guard us thereby from all error, and guide us 
thereby into all truth ; and may we shine as 
lights in the world, holding forth the word of life. 

O.Lord, deliver us from all false doctrine, heresy 
and schism ; take away from us all unbelief, hard- 
ness of heart, and contempt of thy word. Raise up 
every where faithful ministers, revealing thy love in 
Christ Jesus to them, and enabling them, boldly, 
freely, and constantly, to proclaim the gospel of thy 
grace. 

Bless all societies formed for this end. Give 
grace to all who conduct them, that nothing may be 
dearer and more precious to them tbui Uiy truth, 
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and that they may ever have vt^isdom to discern, faith 
to receive, love to embrace, and steadfast courage to 
maintain that truth, against all the assaults of the 
world, the llesh, and the devil. 

Grace be with all them that love the Lord Jesus in 
sincerity. Unite their hearts together as the heart 
of one man. May the enemy no longer prevail over 
us, to lead us to envy, vex, or harrass each other; 
but whereunto we have already attained, may we 
walk by the same rule, and mind the same thing. 

O Lord, bripg thy people out of Babylon, before 
thy judgments descend upon it. May the warn- 
ings which thou hast given in thy holy word, be more 
distinctly and loudly proclaimed, till all thy people 
separate themselves from that Man of Sin, whom 
thoii wilt destroy with the brightness of thy coming. 

Every where may thy church be like the wise 
virgins, ready and prepared for the return of their 
Lord. May we take heed lest our hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and so that day come upon us un- 
awares. Give us grace to watch and pray always, 
that, we may be accounted worthy to escape those 
things which shall come to pass, and to stand before 
the Son of Man. 

Lord, gather in thy people Israel from every land ; 
take away their sins, and turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob, that the receiving of them may be as 
life from the dead, and their fulness be far more the 
riches of the world than their casting away was ; 
and so every where the Gentiles may fear the 
name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth 
thy glory. 

Thus may all the rich promises of thine own word 
be speedily accomplished, and the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdom of our Lord and his 
Christ ; and the kingdom, and the dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him. Hear us, O 
hear us, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



FOR THE PRESENT TIMES. W 



PRAYER FOR INFIDELS. 

Q THOU who hast called thy people to make snp- 
plications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings 
for all men, for thou wouldest have all men to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth, t 
come unto thee in behalf of those who are denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bringing upon them- 
selves swift destruction, — who are treading under 
foot the Son of God, and counting the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith they were sanctified an unholy 
thing, and doing despite to the spirit of grace. O 
thou Father of mercies and God of love, forgive 
them for they know not what they do. Thou hast 
opened my eyes to see thy love towards me when an 
enemy to thee, and a rebel against thee, thou bast 
led me to see in the death of thine own Son, that thou 
lovest me a sinner with intense love, whilst thou 
hatest sin with unutterable abhorrence, and so I see 
thy glory in. the face of Jesus, and return unto thee 
who hast redeemed me, and delight in thee my most 
holy and most loving Father ; O open their eyes to 
see thy love to them in Christ Jesus, for thou so loved 
the world that thou gavest thine only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. In this day of rich, free, 
abounding grace, where sin abounds, O let grace 
more abound, and reign in their salvation unto eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ, that multitudes may be 
snatched as brands from destruction, and become 
everlasting monuments of thy loving kindness to the 
chief x)f sinners. Hear, O hear me for Jesus' sake. 
Amen, 



80 PRAYBRS. 



PRAYER FOR PAPISTS. 

O Lord, known anto thee are all thy works from 
the beginning of the world. Thou, hast foretold that 
the day of Christ should not come, except there came 
a falling away first, and the man of sin were revealed. 
We have seen that falling away, and we now behold 
millions calling themselves by the name of Christ, 
partaking of the sins of Babylon, and in fearful dan- 
ger of receiving of her swiftly coming plagues. I now 
earnestly then call upon thee to have mercy upon 
them. Long hast thou delayed thy threatened judg- 
ments, by thy goodness leading men to repentance ; 
O exalted Prince and Saviour, bestow repentance 
and remission of sins on the papists. Open their 
ey«8, O heavenly Father, to see the wrong which they 
do to him, who is the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world, and, having been once offered, hath put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Open their eyes 
to see the speedy ruin coming upon all who belong 
to Babylon, who shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in 
the presence of the Lamb. Open their ears, in this 
day of grace, to hear thy loving invitation to them. 
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
O Lord, may multitudes every where in this accepted 
time hear thy word and flee out of Babylon. May 
thy people every where lift up their voice as a trumpet, 
and point them to the only Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world, and may all the ends of 
the earth look unto thee and be saved. And speedily 
come, O Divine Redeemer, and put an end to the 
days of sin and sinning, and reign triumphantly King 
of kings, and Lord of Lords over the whole earth. 
Hear and answer, O heavenly Father, for Jesus' 
sake. Amen. 



THE END. 
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